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G E N E S I S II. 2, 3. 

On thefeventh Day Gqd ended his Work which He had 
^ made : and He rejied on the feventh Day from all 

^t his JVork which He had made. . 

^ ylnd Go jy blejfed the feventh Day and fanElified it: be-^ 
o caufe that in it He had rejied Jrom all his Work^ whicB 

God created and made. 


AF E W Obfervations acknowledged by the moft eftcemed 
Interpreters of Scripture muft precede the Explanation 
of the Number Seven. 
The fipft is. That the Mofaic Law is the Figure in all its Branches 
of the more fall and open Revelation, which was to be brought 
J^ Jg/«5 Ci>rijiy who is the End of the Law in every Part of its 
©economy- 

Secondly, That .thofe Parts, which wait for their Accomplifh- 
ment under the Golpel, are felefted from the Writings of Mofa 
and the Prophets of his Difpenfation, and are transferred into the 
Writings of the Evangelifts and Apoftles ; and the moft impor- 
tant ate taken into the great Prophet St. John in his Revelation. 1 
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An l^sAv on the Number Seven. 

Laftly, That God brings about the great Events predicted under 
the Golpel, by a fecret Power, which were effected under the 
La*w^ by a more open and vifible Difplay of his mighty Hand ; 
fb that the chief Difference does not confift in Events unlike^ but 
in the Manner of bringing them to pafs. 

Thefe Obfervations are confefled by moft Chriftian Writers. 

Upon this Ground then, we muft have Recourfe to the Fra- 
pbecies for thofe illuftrious Events and Revolutions, and for thofe 
iignal Judgements, or Bleffings, which are expe6ted unider the 
Gofpel, as the T H E o c R A c Y of the M E S S I A H over many, 

even all Nations. Thefe Prophecies are tranfplaAted into the 

Revelation of St. John. 

In this View the Lanu looks toward the Gq^el for thofe Parts oif 
it, yet to be accomplifhed, and the Gofpel looks back to fuch 
Things figured oi- fliadowed out under th6 Law, which have not 
received their great End and Iniport. This Tmth will be more 
evident in difcufling the Subject before us, wherein I fliall en- 
deavour to open the gfeat mterior Senfe, and Meaning contained 
* under the Number Seven^ which, is the moft peculiar one tifed by 
tho Spirit of God m both Difpenlations. 

Secondly, Will be pointed out fome remarkable Agreements 
between the Prophecies of Daniel and of Jobft. 

Thirdly, It wUl be inquired whether CHRIST has not given 
forth fuch Marks and* Chara£ters, by which his Cburch toay under- 
ftand the Signs of the Times for great Evente,. as it k clear, the 
Law and its Prophets held out to view to difcem the Coming of 
thaMESSlAH. ; 

In the laft Place, Several Reafons £haU be affigncd for gitering 
upon this Kind of Interpretation, and the ftioft Ipecious Objec- 
tions, which will probably be formed againft the Defigus oi this 
Eflay, fhall be cotifidered arid replied to. 

Firft, of the Number Seven^ ufed in both Diipenfadoils;, as a 
Mark fet apart by divine Wifdom for the Figure of tte greateft 
Events. 

The iacred Writings caft before our View thefe leiuihig Truths : 
firft,the original State of Dignityand Happinefs AdamyX% the Fountain 
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Spirit of this Creation, was placed in 5 his Fall apaJ Degradation 5 
the Promife of his Reftoration with the Means leadill^ to it 5 and 
laftly, what he is to be, when fully reftored. Thefe are the capital 
Points ever kept in Sight; thefe conftitute not only the Weight and 
Greatnefs of every Part of the Revelation from Adatriy to the Pa- 
triarchs and to Mofesy but lead us into theDefign and End of the 
^ypes or Shadows of the Mofaic Dilpenfation- — The Gofpel carries 
on the fame interefting Topics with this Difference, that the Fi- 
gures pf good Things are openly declared, in regard to their Na* . 
•ture and Importance, and are no longer under the /^e// of ikf^j. 
But Man is ftill only on his Way^ as the hji Son to his Father's 
, Houfe, and to the Recovery of his great Inheritance ; yet cannot 
find k xmtil He reach the Kingdom of Paradife by the Circum- 
cifion and Death of this Body of our Humiliation^ which original Phil. iii. zx. 
Sin brought forth, and is the Curfe marked out to be abolifhed 
by Cbriji. This View of Man*s Condition leads into a more eafy, 
noble, and fcriptural Way of unfolding the bid4fin Senfe of the 
Types tnftftutied under the Law. Many of thefe remain yet un- 
fulfilled, and the mcSft'illuftrious and eminent are taken into the 
fublime Prophecy of St. John^ as an Eanieft and Pledge of their 
fure C(impIetio»^' in their Time and Seafon^ 

In this Light tRe jj^xplanatioft of the Number Seven will be at- 
tempted. '• 

Ndw it is hnpdfijble for us to affign any particular Reafbn a 
priori (which has^ been vainly affefted by one or more,) why di* 
vine Wifdom Ihould .ha\ie? felefted this Number, rather than any 
other I but, as fiiCh a Choice has been made, and is contimi^ to 
the find of tlje facred Writings, it is our Duty to follow the Light • 
fet before tts : jio other Reafon can be yet given for this, than 
the Will of Ood revealed a pofteriori^ but without Doubt Ijie Will* 
ctf God Is founded oti fome fofficient Reafon, though it be not 
made known to us, who are in the fii'ft and infant State of Ex- 
iftence, and what is of more Weight, in a degraded State. 
. In the Words of our Subject we find that Almighty God chofe 
to atrange and di^fe the great Fdbrick of our World, from its 
Chaos 'm fix Days, and finilhed his Work on a feventh, wliich was. 
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fet apart ox Jandiijied\ yet could he have fpoke the Chaos at once into 
Order and Beauty, as he Ipoke Light, the nobleft Ornament aiul 
Glory of this World," into Being, at a Woixl. . 

By this Account we are taught that the iSrft State of all Things 
was vej^y good^ in a moft happy and harmonious Condition, when 
Gen i ?i ^^ pronounced them emphatically very good: fo that the fevienth 
Day does not at that Period fignify one Day m feven, as God 
was afterwards pleafed to appoint it for a Memorial, when Sin 
and Death, its Cmfe or Wages, had entered into the World ; for 
at that Time the very bleffed and glorious Conftitution of all Things, . 
in which divine Goodnefs had finilhed and left them, was loft and 
forfeited. 

Before the Curfe the feventh Day irtiported the general and con- 
tinual Happinefs of the Creation, which is , made more evident 
and certain from the conftant Senfe, that th& feventh Day^ Month y, 
and Tear afterwards introduced by the Fall of Adam carry, in 
order to reprefent the original State of Felicity, when God blefled 
the feventh Day, as the full Completion, of his Work Ih this par- 

ticular Syftem. It has been indeed a Tradition very ancient 

among the Jewsy that the fix Days typify fo many Days in the 
great myftic Senfe, in which each Day ftands for a thoufaad Years,, 
and tlie feventh remains a Figure of a State of Reft, or a Sabbath 
to return at that Period. 

This Tradition is in all Probability much earlidr than Rabbi 
Eliasy to whom the JewSy out of an extreme Veneration for their 
blind Guides, would afcf ibe it. And^thefe modern Scribes (1. 
mean fuch as are of later Date, or fince the Coming of Chrift) 
when they recover a Doftrine taught of old in the Schools of the 
ancient Prophets, who were'^lpiritual Interpreters of their Law, 
claim it j^is their own, with the fame Pride, as the Greeks con- 
cealed the Source of their Knowledge to be thought Originals. 

However it came to be revived, this Otpinion is lupported by 
very good prefumptive Marks and Chara6lers in Scripture : for 
as therein Adam is (hewn, in this fiift feventh Day, or Sabbath 
of God, in a State of great Glory and Happinefs, as his Son, and 
the Father of an Offspring to be bom, or derived from him in 
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the fame Glory \ fo when the great Overthrow and Forfeiture 

happened, and Death as the Ctirfe^ entered by the Sin of Man, 

the fame Number is carried on ; not only as a Memorial of the 

glorious State he had loft, but as a kind Pledge and Earneft, that 

the great Forfeiture fhould be, by the Grace and Inftrumentality 

of a Redeemer reftored again on a feventh Day. Hence it. was^ 

that this Day, imder thofe Types peculiar to the Promife of the 

Reftoration (for the Types have different Parts al%ned) reprefents 

a State of univerfal Reft and Peace, Love and Felicity in Man, 

and in all the Creation about him. ^ On this Account, the Hebrem 

Word exprefles Seven and Fulnefs : Thus, the feventh Day ftijyt 

■ reprefented, with as much Propriety as a Figure coidd do, thatt 

firft very happy Conjiitution of all Nature, when God pronounced 

his Bleffihg on the firft fevtotfe Day of this Syfiem. 

It fecms, therefore, fet up to preferve the Memory of this. 
blelfed State, and to ftand as the Claim and Witiiefs of God, 
that he had left a Bleffing on his Works ; and that Death and 
all the Miferies included in that Expreffion, were not his original 
Work, but the Effe6l and Wages of the great Sin of Adam. . Yet, 
as a Record of Bleffings loft, would be of little Comfoit indeed 
to Mankind, who were concern^ in it, it ftood alfo as a Proraafe 
in Figure^ that all the Forf^ures ftiould be rempved by thp Seed 
of the Woman^ whp was to deftroy the Works iof the Pevil i all 
the Evils brou^t forth by Sin in him,' and in Adamy through hia 
Temptation;- ' ^ ^ ' 

This Day was, afterwards conficJered as very ficred among all 
heathen Najdons, which defcendcd from Noah and his Childrai^ 
and which were at firft, of one Lip or Tongue, that is, of one 
Faith and Religion. Thefe, by Length of Time and the Gr(»vth 
of Idolatry, forgot the original Senfe of it, both as a Memorial of 
the firft happy State of the .Creation, ^ and as a Promife of a Refti-r 
tution of all Things ; andr^ Aey began to make a Mj/iery of the 
Number itfdf. ftence the common Notion, that it contained 
fome fecret Charm and Virtue, introduced that Kind of myfterious 
Numbers and Calculations, in which the Eaftern Nations, placed 
near the Fountain of ancient Truths from Noab^ were fo famous ;. 

and 
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and in particular, the Chaldeans zwA' MgyptianSy and from them, 
the Schools of Pythagoras and Plato. I do not deny that Sieven 
has no Foundation or Ground, in the Nature of Things, fince 
I believe this Syftem to be created in feven Principles anlwering to 
the Days of the Creation. Three of thefe appear : The heavenly 
and fpiritual Powers of Firc, Light, and Spirit ; and the other 
feem to be earthy, a general Name, for all inert and paflive 
Matter^ as uXi? Syha^ or Materia y was the philolbphic Word in the 
feme general Senfe among the Greeks. The fitft three operate 
upon the other, as their Ground and Matter, \mder which 
Veil Jehovah conceals himfclf in all Worlds ; the Father in the 
created Fire, the Word in the created Light, and the Holy Spirit 
in the created Wind. Thcfe are catted the Faces of Jehovah, or 
the diftinftive outward Manifeftations of the (bree-fold Eflence, 
Life and Operation of the Triune Godhead, which, in its pure 
Spirituality, could not be brought into any Exhibition or Tifibi- 
lity,' without thefe created Mediums and Veik, 

Divine Wifilom, to preferve the true Meaning of this Number 
pure, from the future Corruptions of falfe Religion, inftituted a 
feycnth Day, Month', and Tear, and feven Weeks, and feven Times 
feven Tears, as the fhutting up and finifhirig of its great and in- 
terior Signification. Therefore thefe Seafons, as they flood Me- 
morials of original Bleffings loft, and promifed to return, could 
n^t but be, as they were. Times of Reft and Joy, in the Figures 
or Shadows of Mofes. 

This double Truth was preferved when Adatn and Eve were 
•driven out of Paradife, by the Appointment 'of a feventh Day ^ 
which was toftaiKi as a Witnefs in that temporal Cavenant,' con- 
fined to the Jews only, who were but one People from the common 
6lood of Adam ; looking backward on Immortality loft, and for- 
ward to the Reftoration of it, to alF Mankind, who were not in- 
eluded in the temporal Covenant defigned for a Figure only of the 
true and general One, with all Nations defcended from Adam, 
under Death. By this Inftitutipn the God of the Hebrews was 
declared the One Creator and Govemour of the World, which 
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plainly forbad every Kind of Idolatry and mixed Worfliip of 
other fubordinate Beings with him. 

Secondly, It declared that God had kft all Things very good at 
firft, till Adam^ tbe common Head of all Nations made tf one 
Bl&^dy had brought forth Z)(?^/i> by: his Sin and the Curfe or natu- 
ral Evil, on the outward World, his Kingdom. 

Thirdly^ As it bore the "Memorial of the firil Ruin of the hu- 
man Race : f6, it contained -the Promife of him who ftands ck>fe 
to the Record of the Fall and Death in the Account of Mofes 3, 
ajid who was to reftore all the great Forfeitures brought upon ail 
Nations. This ProBiife was reftewed to Jbraham in his prophetic 
Name> as the ^ Father of . many Nations ^ and not to Jkram * in • 
his private Chara^r, as Father of the Jewijh People only : To 
whpm the temporal Coyenafit containing, under the Veil of 
Figures, the glorious Covenant for all the T'n^^j and Families of 
the Earth, was confined and ijraijted for the Sake of the greats-. 
When, ther?f(M:e, Qod, after working the iignal Deliverance and 
Redemption ^i the IjraeJites from Mgypf^ appointed the feventh 
Day to be obferved by them, it fupported the fame Truth, in ge- 
neral as before : But th^. iVIotive by which this People only could 
be called upc» to keep it, ^as new and p^quliar to them 3 as God 
was only their Redeemer from the State ef great Mifery in Mgypt. 
The Propriety of the divine Comniand to this People, fccms to 
depend on this DiftinftioH : Rememhen that thou wqfi^ a Servant in Dcut. v. 15* 
the Land of" Mgypty and that the Lord thy God brmgbt tbee out 
thence J .through a mighty Hand:, and with a firetched out Arm: 
therefore the Lord thy Gpd commanded ^ thee to keep the Sabbath 
Day. ,. 

This InjuAftion cannot imply, as fome miftake the Foi»|, that 
the Ifraelites did not know or obferve a fcrventh Day, as all other 
Nations did at that Time ; but it binds thefh. by a new . and par- 
ticular Motive, which could not bebng even tp their common 
Father, Jbraham ; becaufe He was not redeemed from Mgypt^ nor 
could He fee the Promife of their Ddiver^uice fulfilled ; nor could 
it belong to any oth^r People, who yet obferved a.feventh Day, as 
Part of the original Revelation^ defcending from Adam^ to' all the 
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Nations of his Blood, even before Abraham or Mofes were born* 
On the fame Account God declares himfelf at the Head of the ten 
Commandments, to 'be the Lord their God, who had brought 
them out of Mgyfty from the Houfe of Bondage. 

In this Light alfp, the Sabbath is called a Sign between G9d 
and them ; a Sign of their owning him to be the Creator of 
Heaven and Earth, the one true God of aH Nations ; and alio a 
Sign of his being their Redeemer ind Deliverer out of Mgypt^ 
in a jmrticular and appw>priated Senfe. But that the feventh 
Day might not k>fe its firft univerfal Meaning of the happy State 
of Things in the firft Sabbath of God, divine Wifdom appointed 
fome Commands, which tended to preferve the Memory of that 
original ConJUtutiotiy and of their peculiar Redemption out of 
Mgypty and alfo the Promife of a great SaBbdth yet to, come. 

To keep in View the frji' Sabbath^ God, the fourth Com- 
mandment feems to be more ksntftediately defigned, in which a 
total Reft from all Jervile Labour was enjoined to Man and 
Beaft. On the other hand, as they were alfo to regard the 
feventh Day in a limited View,- as a Memorial of their 
Redemption (wWch is thought to have been wrought on! a feventh 
Day) fome external Rites feem prefcribed, proper to iix, not only 
the Remembraiace, but the Manner of this great Event. For as 
they did not ftrike or lift up their Hand in this wonderful Work; 
as it was effb^ted by the Power of God without any Concurrence 
on tlieir Part (which W]is demanded afterwards in Jojhuas Con- 
quefts^ called his Arm Jir etched out, and his Hand lifted up ; be- 
caufe the Miracles perfonned for this End, were the moft plain 
and vifible Difplay of divine Power. ^ Hence their Redemption 
rq>refented alfo the Sabbath of Creation; both of. which God 
eftefted by his fole Almighty Power, and his free and* undeferved 
Goodnefs. On this Account the Sabbath appointed for their 
Obfervance, as the public ^nd national Record of their Redemption, 
carried an Agreement with the Sabbath of God, as near as a 
Figtrre can well reprefent. 

This Inftitution alfo looked backward upon the blefled State of 
Things, loft to all Nations, Iprung from Adam under Death : It 
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looks BOW fwward, upon a jfimilar Redemption expeiSled under 
the Gofpel. This Redemption^ in tlie firft Senfe, is the leading 
the large Congregation of the Gentile World out of heathen Dark- 
nefe, as his Peopk, into the Land of Catiaany in the miUennial 
Kingdom and Reign of Chrift, over the feventy Nations of tlie 
World difperfed at B a b e l, which blefled Period is coming on. 

That this Day might be more diftinguifhed, as a Figure of 
fome great Event, a Sacrifice of two Z/^;!w^j was commanded, in-^Num^.xxm, 
ftead of one. This Circumftance, in ipiritual Prophefying, or ^' *^' 
Interpretation, plainly fliews the greater Conqueft and Efficacy of 
the Blood of the true Lamby on the Sabbath of his univerfal King- 
dom, which will be brought to pafs within the Period of the two 
fucceeding Centuries. 

Many more Diftinftions are put upon the feventh Day : The 
typical Cleanfings of the Law, in many Cafes, were commanded 
to te upon this Day • Jojhtia was ^'oined to compafs the City of 
yericbo feven Days, and on this Day feven Times, when it fell at 
die Blowing of Rams Horns by feven Priefts, without the Stroke 
or Hand of Man. It would be tedious to enumerate all the Rites 
and PafTages of Scripture to this Purpofe : Thefe may be feen in 
Calmety and in that excellent generd Preface q& Biaufibre and 
Lenfanty before their Edition of the New Teftament. 

Thus we have viewed the feventh Day, under the Law of MofeSy 
with the Seal (as it were) of God upon it, in that firft Divifion 
and Computation of Time by Days. 

Further, to preferve it ever in View, God ordained a Feq/l of ^xod. xxxiv. 
Weeksy which is the fecond Divifion of Time. This Feftival was ^^* 
one of the general and folemn Meetings of all the M^les of Ifraely Deut.xvi. 16. 
at the "temple in Jerufalem. 

The feventh Mmtby another Divifion of Time, was appointed for Levit. xxiii. 
the Memorial of blowing T!rumpets\ and on the tenth Day was the ^'^^^ 
great Atonement or covering, of Sins, by fprinkling the Blood feven > • 
^im^s in the HOLY of HOLIES. Y^}^' ''''''' 

Divine Wifdom proceeded to fet its Mark on another Divifion 
of Time, xht feventh Tear ^ and appointed temporal Privileges and ^^^- ^*'"- 
Bleflings, which looked back on the firft l^abbath of Gbd, and 
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Deut. XV. 12. looked forward for the grieat Suhjiance of thofe typical Bleflmgs in 

the Order of a fore-determined Reftoration.. In this Year Ae 
Land was to reft from all fowing or Cultivation, for God was 
pleafed to pour out his BenediStion on it without their Labour, 
which was Part of Adam's Sentence after the. Fall. 

Deut. XV. 2^. Secondly, AH Debts were to be remitted, which gave it the fig- 
nal Title of the Releafe of God. 

Levit. ji»^. Thirdly, All the Fruits of that Year, from the divine Blefling,. 

* '^' were laid open to Man and Be aft, for common Pofleffion and 

Enjoyment. 

Beat. xy. 1 2- Fourthly, Whoever had lerved fix: Years, was difmifled from 
any Obligation to further Servitude on a feventh Year, It may- 
be proper to obferve, that this laft Circumftance did not relate, as 
the celebrated Mede fuppofes, to the feventh Year ; but it marked 
out this Time for a more important Releafe, as Servitude in that 
typical Difpenfation, could not extend beyond the ptecife Period 
of fix Years \ For no longer Hebrew Servants only were to continue, 
in civil Bondage, let the fabbatic Year arrive fooner or later after 
their Entrance into this State. Thefe Laws refpefting the feventh 
Year of the divine Blefling, turn our Eyes back upon the firft State 
of Things, when God bleflcd all that he had made, and they carry 

I Cor. XV. our View foiivard to the great Reftrtution by the MeJJiab or fecond. 

^^* Ada7n from Heaven. 

The laft Note of Diftinftion, .which God was pleafed to fix 

Levit. XXV. 8. upon the feventh Number, was the great Tear of Jubilee, when 

/even "Times /even Tears had revolved. This Conclufion of the 

Mofaic Types ,was rendered more illuftrious than the feventh 

Levit.xxv,i3. Year, by two Prerogatives : The firft was a total Abolition of all- 
Servitude, to every foreign Servant, as well as to Ifraelites : The 
Second confifted in the Return of mortgaged Inheritances to 

3^- every Family. Thefe Benefits could not be conferred but upon the 

tenth Day of the feventh Month, which was the ^r^^/^ D^jry of 
Expiation^ or Covering for the Sins of all the Congregation of 
Ifrael. 

Thefe Inftitutions appear defigned by infinite Wifdom, to re- 
prefent heavenly and eternal Bleffings, fb far as Figures in temporal 

and 
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:and earthly Tfeitigs can be made to reprefent. They feem ali to 
look back tipon jddami a SON of God in Ixis Fathers Kingdom, L«^^^"- J^ 
ixfore his. Sin brought forth Death, under which two dreadful 
Servitudes, the lots of Paradife caft him; and they feem to reach 
forwards to ^ the Reftoration of thefe great Forfeitures,, by the 
ME-SiSI AH- - A much more extenfive and gbrious Senfe alfo 
is. contained under thera, than has been yet brought to Light $ 
though the Golpel cannot be explained in many momentous 
Truths, widiout a bettejc Knowledge of the typical Oeconomy, than 
raoft Writers feem^to pofleft, or think ueceflary under the Light of 
the evangeliexd Di^enfatioQ. 

From the whole here adduced, it may be juftly concluded, that 
a Number h eminent in Scripture, fet apart and diftinguifhed by 
fo many Privileges and Bleffings of the typical Law, muft bear a 
Meaning of a glorious Reji to return on a feventh Period of Time> 
under the. Goipel, which is diOiSubftance of thofe Shadows and 
F%ures. For, the Notion or- Idea of a Sabbath, confidered as a 
perfeft or full Rjeft from all Evil, feems to be derived from the 
Word j&^^«, refpefling the End of the Creation in the Account of 
Af^i on a feventh Day 5 whkh was the JRy/Az^x of the Works of 
God m this Syftem, 

It muft then takedts leading or radital Seeie (notwithftanding 
the Confufion of the Hebrew Language by the Introduction of 
Points) from the FuUnefs of thofe Bleflings at this Time i fo thefe 
•Bleffings may be expefted to return under the Covenant of Grace, 
or Reftoration in a feventli Period. The Ground of this Expec- 
tation I fhall endeavour "to eftablilh upon Scripture Evidence, 
from the remarkable Agreement between the three laft Prophecies 
of Daniel y compared with thofe of St. Johnm the Revelation. 

Before we aiter upon this Inquiry, it will be neceflaiy to lay 
down a few general Principles concerning the Nature of Pro- 
phecies. . ' ' 

The firft is. That Prophecy is one peculiar and inimitable Evi- 
dence for a divine Revelation, which is as much carried on, fxnce 
the Munifeftatim of tlie MESSIAH in an human Nature, as \t 
was under the Law, before his Iwartwtim^ ' * . 

C 2 Secondly, 
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Secondly, Thefe Prophecies are contained both in the Books of 
the Prophets of the Law, and in the Writings of the New Tefta- 
ment : The moft important, which are yet future, are d^cially 
collected into the Revelation, that they may ftand^ as it were, 
fulier to View. 

Thirdly^ That all Prophecies, have been obferved to grow de^er, 
as the Time of their Accomplifhment approached, and to be bet^ 
ter underftood. 

Fouithly, That Prophecies of lefs Importance are frequeady 
conneftcd with thofe of the bigheft Nature 5 and when thefe in- 
ferior ones are fulfilled, they are made the Pledges of thofe greater 
ones coming behind them. 

Fifthly, That the laft Events predifted are always the greatefi; 
as if the pall were de%ned as Fore-runners and Meflengers, to 
awaken the Expeftation of the World. 

Sixthly, That a prophetic Number has been ufed uoder both 
Dilpenlations as a Period of T^ime to look at, and to count from* 

Laftly, that the Signs of the Times, attending any illuftrious 
Interpofition paft, are made the Signs, fore-running the Advent of 
thofe which are moft awful and interefling. All thefe Principles 
were feen to 'accompany the Series of Pixq^diecyj which preceded 
the Birth of Chrift : They feem to run through that Chain, of 
Prophecy, which has been fulfilling under the Gofpel. By this 
Method, we are taught the uniform Procedure of divine Provi- 
dence ; uniform for our Sake, diat this Uniformity might become 
a fure Ground for his Church to expeft the fame Events by the, 
fame Marks. 

Now let it be fuppofed, that the Jewifh "Tradition (whether from- 
their late Elias^ or long before) be but only probable, that fix Days 
are Figures of fix great Days of God^ reckoning a Thoufand 
Years to each Day ; and that the Seventh isu a Figure of a great 
Sabbath. Thefe Days were again divided into three equal Periods 
of two Thoufand Years before the LaWy the fame Number under 
it, and alio the fame to be under the MESSIAH. 

Thia Tradition is not the Creature of Imagination, nor to be 
i;eje6ted, becaufe the gteatei: Part of their Traditions are abfurd, 

by 
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By being mixed with ftrange Fi6|ions, and a new Cabbala of 
latter TScribes and Pharifees ; by which Means they have fallen into 
Darknefs^, and have confounded their ancient and facred Do6hines^ 
of the Scbook of the Prophets, or fpiritual InterjMreters of their ri- 
tual Law, with the ftupid Interpretations of thefe new Seers, Pro- 
phets, and Teachers, who took away the Key of ancient Knovf-^hvktA yif 
kdge. 

This Opinion wants not Countenance from St, Peter^ who 
wrote to the converted Part of the Jews, then holding both thefe 
traditional Do6lrines, refpe6ling the feven Days of the Creation : 
Be not ignorant of this one ^hing, that, one D a y , /j with the^^^**^^ 
LORD, as a thoufand Tears, and a thoufand Tears, ^^ o N e D a y. 
Grotius ohferves upon this Paflage, that it is common with the 
Hebrews to fay, that a Day with God is a thoufand Years. This 
Way of fpeaking feems to be the niyftic, hidden, or i|)iritual Senfe 
of their ancient Church,, before the modem and fhipid Cabbala 
of Pharifees took place. For though this Expreffion may be un- 
derftood of a Thoufand Years, being in Regard to the Eternity 
of God, as a lingle Day to us, whofe Life is fo ftiort^ yet 
nothing will forbid the other Senfe : But if fb underftood, it has 
a peculiar Force in this Place, as the Apoftle feems to intend by 
doubling \X.. " One Day is with the Lord as a thoufand Years, 
** and a thoufand Years as one Day/' There appears a great 
Propriety in this Paflage to the 3^^^^ there addrefled,, who. ac- 
knowledged this ancient Way of interpreting a Day,, when it. 
was applied to God ; and it points out the Deiign of this Paflage, 
which is, not to count Godjlack, in fulfilling his Promife, though He 
delayed it for a long Time. From thefe Confiderations there 
arifes a jftrong Prefumption, that God has defigned to . have the 
feven Days fo underfi:ood -, and this Prefumption will receive new^ 
Degrees of Credibility from the Agreement of the Prophecies,, 
which we are going to examine. 

The Number 666 is the Mark fet up in the Prophecies of the *e^- atiS- »at 

Gofpel, from which the Chrifl:ian Church ought to compute the «*•** 

1260 Days, for the Vno Prophets diXid. Witnefih in S^hdoth, and xLxi. 

tlie 42 Months of the Gentiles, treading under Foot the. Holy 

3 City,, ^ 
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Rev. xiii. 5. Citj^ and the fame Period given for the Beaft to continue, and 

— xii. 14. for the Woman to be nouriflied, for a Time, Times, and half a 

Time, from the Face of the S e r p e n-t. '■ Thefe different Ex- 
preffions are allowed to make up ahd fignify the fame Number of 

Ezsek. iv. 6. 1260 TearSy or prophetic Days. 

Din. xii. 7. By this Standard, it appears, that the three Prophecies of Da^ 
,,^ me I'm the laft Chapter are to be meafured. The firft is the Time^ 
,2. Times, and half a Time ; the fecond contains one Thoufand two 

, ,2. Hundred and ninety Days : and the third extends to one Thoufand 

three Hundred and five and thirty Days. Moft Interpreters of 
die Nranber fix Hundred threefcore and fix in St. Jobriy have en- 
deavoured to find out a Name whofe Letters fliould make up this 
Sum in numeral Computation ; but from the Words of the Pro- 
phecy, there is no Occafion for fuch an Attempt. The Words are 

:^cv. xiii. 18. thefe : " Let him who hath Under fiandihg count the Number of the 

Beajl : for it is the Number of a Man^ and his Number is fx Hun- 
dred threefcore ^and fx . 

As this is called the Number of a Man, and not the Number 
of a Name, in the fame Senfe, as the Meafure of a Man, and 
Pen of a Man, in other Places of Scripture, meaning fuch as are 
in common Ufe 5 we have good Ground to fuppofe, as Lowman and 
others obferve, that it does not fignify a Name, but a Period of 
Time. I fhall endeavour to fhew, that it is the Year of the Cliri- 
ftian Church 666, from which we are to count tlie Numbers of 
Daniel and St. John*, and that, at their Expiration, all Oppofition 
to the Gofpel from the Antichrift of worldly Power, and of falfe 
Intei-pretation fhall fall to the Ground, This lafl is an Antichriji 
with its BabeU Lip or* Tongue of Confufion, in every Church 
upon Earth, in a greater or lefs Degree. 

In the Year of Chrifl 606, the Bifhop of Rome was declared by 
the Emperor Phocas univerfal Bifhop, Father or Head of the 
Chriflian Church. From this Time may be dated the open and 
undifguifed Introduftion of thofe innumerable Incroachments on 
civil Liberty through Thirfl of Wealth and Dominion, and of 
thofe mofl wicked Corruptions of Do6lrine, which were flealing 
in, one after the' other through fo many fucceeding Centuries, 

In 
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In the Year: 622, and by ^rautbitis 602, Mahomet arofe and 
began to fpread his Impofture upon the Ruins of the Chriftian 
Church, where the Gofpel, as to any fpiritual Interpretation, 
feems to have perifhed long, long befoi'e. In this Century th«i 
occur two Events in a religious View, which can only be impor- 
tant in the Sight of God, and which, the Prophecies of the New 
Teftament principally regard. Thefe both fell-out near each other, 
and gave Birth to two ftranger Appearances than ever happened 
during the Covenant of Jhraham to Chrift. The firft is a Eea^ 
within . the Confines, or rather in the Heart of the whole 
Chriftian Church, confifting of many Nations and Langu^es,, 
corrupting and deftroying by Degrees every great and venerable 
Truth of the Gofpel > while ^falje Prophet without tlie Church, in 
no Alliance or Union with it, yet building on Jefus Chrift a« his 
Precurfor, eftablifhed a moft profane Mixture of all ReUgions in 
his own, and fpread it far and wide over Nations, wherein the. 
Gofpel had been received before, 4 

Now the Number 666 is in all Appearance the Period of Time, 
from which the Duration of both thefe dreadful and impious Ufur- 
pations, which rofe up long before, is to be counted.. 

Three very great Events are to be fulfilled before the Prophe- 
cies of Daniel and St. John expire* 

Firft, The Power of the Antichrift at Romey and of the Mahometan 
Impofture, over the many Peoples and vaft Kingdoms under their 
fpiritual Tyranny and Bondage, muft be rooted up. 

Secondly, The Gonverfion of the Jews^ and by their Meaiats- 
the great Flowing in of the Gentile World, yet in Darknefs^ muft. 
come to pafs. 

Thirdly, Muft arrive the firft Refurre6lion for the Martyrs^, and ^^^^ ^. . 
for thofe who had not worfhipped the Beaft, neither his Image : 
This will open the happy Reign of Chrift over the 70 Nations, of ^ 
the World for a Thoufand Years, before the Day of Ju^^ment. 
Thefe laft and greateft Defigns of Providence appear to have only 
the Compafs of 242 Years more or lefs for their .Completion. For 
if the Number of 1260 Years be counted from the Year of Chrift 
6.66, when the Beaft within, and the falfe Prophet without, the 

Churcl^>, 
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Church*, wei3e rifen and gone forth with great Power and Domi- 
nion, it will expire about the Y^r 1926. 

Now this Period of 1926 Years deferves particular Notice, as 
it fo nearly fills die fame.Duraticm of the Covenant with Abraham 
the Father ctf the Jews 5 for the beft Syftems of Chronology fix the 
Call of this eminent Charafter to ig%i before Chrift, or fome few 
Years more. In the fame Number of Years downward from 
'Chi'ifl:, who is the true Abraham ov Father of many Nations, the 
Fall of all Antichrijis^ of Rome and of Mahomet y and Gentilifm and 
•of falfe Prophets or Interpreters of the Gofpel, will arrive. Then 
the prophetic Name of Abraham^ as he is the typical Father of 
many Nations^ as well as the private Father of the Jews^ according 
to the Fleflx only, will take Place in a nobler Senfe, than has yet 
l>ecn fulfilled in that fmall Portion of the JewiJJo and Gentile Peo- 
-ple, who have been converted to the MeJ/tab, and enjoyed the 
light and Knowledge of his great Sahatkn. 

Now as this Period of the Covenant with Abraham in his double 
Name and Charadler, as Father of the Jew and Gentile , iills up 
{o nearly the fame Circle of 1926 or 1921 Years (which is a fmaU 
Difference in fo long a Tra6t of Time), and expires at the End 
of 1260 Years, appointed for the Overthrow of all Oppofition 
to the GoQ)el ; it feems to bear great Weight from the following 
Cbnfiderations. 

Firft, The Converfion of the Jews is expefted to be one of the 
laft and moft illuftrious Events of the Meffiah'% Government, They 
are the Seed of Abraham according to the Flefti, and are tp bring 
in the great Kingdoms of the Gentile World, who are the Seed of 
.Adam according to the Flefh, as well as themfelves. When they 
fhall become the fpiritual Seed of the true Abraham ^ JESUS 
CH R I ST, the great and heavenly Adam^ of a fpiritual and im- 
mortal Body, they will have the Glory of converting the heathen. 
World, as Hebrews were the firft Servants and Meflengers ^f 
€lbriji to that Part of the Gentiles ^ who have embraced the Golpel 
through the Labours and Blood of Jewijh Apoftles. 

Saondly, This great Dilplay of Ae Power of Chrift feems dft- 
%ned for die latter Day« of the Gofpel. 

Thirdly, 
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. Thirdly, The Power of Rome, which,has tlie Sons oi Abraham 

in hard Bondage, as well as thetf Corruptions in idolatrous Wor- c^^^rf^hc 

fhip, are great Obftacles to their Conyerfion, and Mahomet thpy Jcw$. 

hold in equal Contempt, as his Followers bruilSb them with a Rod 

of Iron, and bow down, theh: Backs to ipmael the Hagarem. 

Laftly, There feems to be a Period of Years alluded to by oi}r 
Saviour : yerufalem Jhall be trodden down of, the Gentile^y until the l-»k«x«- 24, 
^imes of the Gentiles be fulfilled. St- Pauly treating of the Reftora,r 
tion of the IfraeliteSy fays, *' Blindnefs is happened in part unto Ifrael 
*' until the Fulnefs of the Gentiles be come in J' . * .. .. 

The Fulnefs feems to mean the Time appointed . for ,the firft 
Part, ovfirfi Fruits oi Xht Gentiles to be called untQ CHRfST, while 
the great Body of the Jews rfemain blinded* It cannot fignify the 
Fulnefs of the Number to be faved among the Gentiles ; becaufe 
this Apoftle makes the converted Jewsy the vifible Means and Ih- 
Jftruments under Christ of bringing in the great Increafe and 
Flowing of the Gentiles Mnto the great Shepherd of Souls, juft aszech. a, 12. 
the Predi6tions of the ancient Prophets reprefent this great Event. ^^' 

The Image of flowing as a River, ufed by Ifaiah in particular, ifaiab, ii. a. 
ieems to infmuate, not only the Fulnefs of Numbers, but the^ ixvi. 12. 
quick DiflufiQn of the Golpel over the four Corners of the Earth 5 
when that Time fhall arrive. This laft Spreading inay well be 
confidered as a River full and flowing, compared to the finall Part 
of the Heathen World converted in above the three firft Centu- 
jries s when Chyiftianity obtained the firft national Eftabliihment, 
and even then in a very precarious, flaw, and obflxu^ted Way, 
uzKler Cohfiantine. 

In the fame View the Apoftle reafons at the 12th Verfe;" if the ^^^^ ^ ,^ 

Fall of them be the Riches of the World y and the diminijhing of them 

the Riches of the Gentiles honxi much more their FulnefsV that is, their 

JFulnels or the general Body of convmed JewSy be the Fulnefe of 

the vaft Heathen World, which are left for their Harveft in their 

larger Body, as the Apoflie Faul and the fmall Remnant faved out 

iy£ that People worked before, among the finall Body of the Gen-- 

tiles y who have embraced the Gofpel. 

D As 
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As then the T^imes of the Gentiksy or the firft Period of the 
Go{pel for that Poition of the Heathen World, which has been 
. called into its Light, appear to be a limited Time, in which they 
are to enjoy the firft BWfing, while the great Body of the Jews 
continue witiii the Veil upon their Hearts ; what Space of Time 
can be pitched upon h likely, for tiheir Converfion, as the End 
of the Time, Times, and half a Time ? To which E^qpreffion of 
Daniely our Saviour feems to allude, which is the fame Number 

Luke XXI. 24.^ 1260 Days, for die two Witndlcs, and the 42 Mcmths for the 

Ezek. iv. 6. Power of the Beaft : They all make three Years and an Half of 
' Days, a Tear for a Day. 

Now as this Period of Time whith includes the three prophetic 
Numbers, recorded in the Revelation of St. Jcbn^ has been ex- 
plained 3 we Will proceed to thoie Numbers in the laft Chapter 

Dan. ix. 23.x>f Daniel^ who is called the greatfy Moved Prophet, as John 
was the Moved Difciple cf his Matter., Thefe are the only two 
Prophets diftinguifti^ by this C3iarafter«, and both contain Pro- 
mifes of the greateft Love and Kindnefs to Jew and Gentile. 

Daa. »r. 7. Daniel IS informed that a Time, Times, and an Half (or Part) 
which all acknowledge to be the. fame, as the 42 Months and 1 260 
Days of St. Jobny are determined for the finilhing of the fcatter- 
ing of the holy People. But it does not follow, that this Period of 
Time Ihould be reckoned from the fame Year 666 for the Jews^ 
as for the Chriftian Church. The Babylonian I'halmudy which 
was proclaimed with ftich Pomp and Feftivity, and received as the 
full and glorious Interpreter ci the Law of Mofesy (in Coitipari- 
fon of which. He was as Water) this Babylon ^ full of Ipiritual 
Confufion, appears to be one Idol fet up in the Temple of God, 
inftead of Mqfes and the Prophets 5 by which Means they fell under 
ia far worfe and more lafting Captivity to the Doftrines of Men, 
than their bodily Servitude in Babybn of Old Time for 70 Years 
Only. 

It is of little Moment, what Revelation, whether that of Afo- 
fes or of Christ be read; when the fal/e Prophet or Interpreter pre-* 
vails. At what Time the v2ATfbahmd was figned and. proclaim- 
ed, the Learned are not fully agreed. CapelluSy Buoctorfy and 

Pfeffer^ 
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Pfeffer^ with many others, fix it to the Yqar of Chrift 500 or 505, 
which Mra the celebrated Morinus combats. However on the exa^ 
Knowledge of the Year, the Calculation of the Time for the Dit- 
perfion of this People appears to depend: and if the firtt or 
fecond Period be true, which the Jewijh Writers atteft, and Chrif- 
tians from them have received for the Birth Day of this famous 
Offspring of all the latter Rabbies ; the Call of that Nation, mufi be 
near at Hand, within fix or feven Y^u** at moft. It may not be 
amife to obferve the three extraordinary Events, which fprang u^ 
at no great Diftance of Time from each other, and are to expire, 
probably, in the fame Order. The Hbalmudy the iMiiverfel Bilhop, 
and Mahoinet appeared all before the Year 666. 

Damely m the fecond Number, receives for an Anfwer to his 
Qucftion : from the Time that the daify (facrifice) jhall be taken ^*"- ^"- * ^ • 
4Pmay^ and the J&omnation that maketb dpfolate be Jet upj there Jhall it<p nays* 
be a thoufand two Hundred and ninety Days. This Pafl'age is by 
many affigned to the Times of the Goipel, ajid to the great Cor* 
iTiption to be introduced by that eminent jintichri/i of Rome^ but 
it feems radaer applicable to Mahomet ^ who took away the daily 
S^rifice of the GoiTpel in the fpiritual Senii, by bringing in a new 
Religion without any Sacrifice by Blood fhed, or to be Ihcd; with* Hcb. ix. 12. 
out which St. Paul tells us there is no Remiilion of Sins : nor 
covdd there be any Remembrance of Chrift, the Uving High Priefi 
in Heaven, by the Sacrifice of himfelf, whofe living and fpiritual 
Water and Blood is daily pouring into his P/r^i and i'empleSjhYinm.s.e. 
while they are pouring out the Blood of their Beaft or the fallen 
j^ody : in wWch Blood, the Life of the carnal Adam Iprings up 1 John v. 6. 
with all its Lufts and AfFeftions, which are to be crttci£ed, fa- ^* 
crificed, and burned away by a new and living Water and Blood 
continually flowing from the High Priefi. into his Family and Sons Mai. Hi. 3. 
of Ipiritual Levites. 

Now 1290 Days of Tears computed from the Year of Chrift 
666 make 1956 Years : upon this Number it may be obferved, 
that the Ccmtinuance of the Antichriftian Power is extended to 
thirty Years, longer than the Time pointed out by St. John. This. 
fmaU Inlargement may be reconciled without any Contradi6tion j 

D 2 fmce 


20 An Essay on the Number Seven. 

fince though the Beaft and falfe Prophets are not to reign, that 
is, not to execute abfolute Power and Dominion beyond ,1260 
Years -, yet the whole of their Influence • and all their Followers 
may not be quite abolifhed, till thirty Years after they are expelled 
their Throne^ which Years will fill up the 1 290 Tears of Daniel. 

There is yet another Way of bringing thefe two Prophets to 
coincide in Time. 

It is clear that two of the moft principal Chara6lers of the 
Revelation are the Beaft and the falfe Prophet. The Beaft in the 
outward CharaSier appears the dreadful Power of the Church of 
Rome within the Go^l : the falfe Prophet feems to be Mahotnet la 
called by way of Eminence by the Chriftian Church from his firft 
Appearance, who drew fuch a vaft Multitude, even great Nations, 
at laft, after his vile Delufion. 

It is not intended to confine the Beaft and falfe PrQphet to this 
Senfe only : they may be confidered in other Views, as may be 
feen in the Preface of Beaufobre and L' Enfant to the Revelation. 
The Beaft in its inward CharaSier appears to be the carnal Heart 
or Adam become Flefli„ which muft be flain, as it was under the 
Law : the falfe Prophet is the falfe Interpreter of the Gofpel, feed- 
ing it with corrupt Notions of Christ and of his Religion. There 
is Reafon to underftand them in this Ipiritual, or what the ancient 
Chriftians called, the myjlic Senfe j as they belong to all the Churches 
of Christ, in more or leis Degree in every Age : and as they have 
their Root in us, as bom of the carnal Adam^ who muft be cut 
off and burned away, that the new^ inner ^ and fpiritual Adam^ 
from the ipiritual Jefus may be planted in the old "free of this 
mortal Body of Flefh. In this Light read the numerous Paflages. 
of St. Paid on Flefti and Spirit. 

Now if the 1290 Dzys of Daniel relate to him only, we fhalF 
find a Time and an Event of fufficient Impprtance to make both: 
Prophecies of 1290 and 1260 Days meet in one Point. In the 
Year of Christ 636, the Saracens took Jerufakm from the Chrif- 
tians : they were the firft Followers of this extraordinaiy Phoeno^ 
menon of a Man (who afliimed the Chara6i:er of the la/l Pro^ 
phet from God to the whole World, after liich a wonderftil Per- 
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fonage as Christ had j^cared.) Thefe^^^w/zj, pretending thcm- 
felves the Childrai of Jlbrabam, by Sarah, and Heirs of the Pro- 
mife, took the holy City as a Sign of this Truth, and pofleflfed it 
for the Space of 463 Years. Though Mahomet rofe in 62 z only^ 
his Succds and Conquefts wiare fo rapid and extenfive, that in 
636, all Syria was fubdued, and great Part of Per/ia fell under 
the Power of his Followers. 

This Capture of Jerufalem may well be confidered as an 
Abomination fet up in the holy Place and City, which had been the 
Scene of divine Favour and Government before. The Succeis of 
this Event, in pofleffing the ancient Seat of Theocracy, Waa 
boafled and proclaimed as a Mark of Makmet' s true, and fuperior 
Miflion to that of Christ. The Face of Things being thus, there 
can be little Reafon againft this Computation, if we reflcft how 
much the impudent Pretences and fhipid Superilitions, the criiel 
Genius and blood thirfty DifpoiitiQ^ of both Impc^res, rdemble 
each other^ In one Senfe Mahomet feems in a more eipedal 
Manner to triumph over the Gofpel, as he has planted his Throng 
upon the Necks of Nations, to whom the Light of the Golpel 
had rifen before : and he has fpread his detdlable Falfhood upon; 
more Ground, than the Knowledge of Christ ia acknowledged at 
this Day to enlighten with its glorious Beams. 

If this Inlargement of the 1290 Days of Years in Daniel, be^ 

reckoned from this Time and this Event, when Omar the third 

Succeffor of Mahomet, as King and Prieji, (for the Charafter of 

Prophet could not be taken away from his Mafter) took Jerufalem 

and Iprcad his Banners therein, in 636 ; then both Numbers of 

the 1290 and 1260 Days, wiU correfpond to a Year: for the 

firft computed from the Year 636, and the fecond from that of 

666, will make 1926 Years. This again is the Period of Time, 

or near to it, that the Covenant with Abraham continued down 

to Christ. As Ifbm^elv^?& circumcifed, and caft out about the: 

Year 1892, before Christ, he, in all Appearance, will inherit the: 

:Blefling of the true Cireimwrifion fome Years before Efau, or the: 

Xdumean Kingdom of the Rotnijh Babel, Ihall kifs Jacob j becaula 

j^auyvM hoqi .of the fame Parents, as Jacob, apd fold his Birth. 

Right 
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Ri^t o^ greater Light in Contempt j as the popifh Church, bom 
of the Gofpel, had vilely done by corrupt Doctrines. Jt b certain 
that the Beail: and falie Prophet are defcribed, as taken and, de- 
ftroyed together by the fame Hand and Judgments: the fame 
Thing is fhewn alfo by the 42 Months ap[K>inted for the Con- 
tinuance of theiirft, and by the 1260 Days, in which the Jwo 
Prophets are to teftify againft the faffe One^ who decdveth the 
Nations, oa: the Gentiles. 

Further, there will not be any great Difficulty, fhould the 1290 
D^ys be meafured from the fame Number 666, as the 1260 Days 
have been^ fmce 30 Years may eafily be allowed for the total 
Extirpation of the Beaft and fal& Prophet, among the very Dregs 
<& their former Votaries* The fame Thing happened when the 
Ooipel triumphed firft over the Supedtitions of Hrathenifin in tibc 
JRoptan Empre. The moft hardei]^d and vitious Refuge of tl^ 
Old Rdigion fled into obfcnre Comers and Villages, and there 
pra£H&d their Worfhip of fdfe Gods, when it was baniihed from, 
great Towns and Cities. From the Remains of it in thofe Re- 
tiiements, among the more ignoraiit and hrutifh Part, it acquired 
the new Name of Pagamfin, from Pagus, fignifying a Village or 
Country Plaoe. Here my Obiervations conclude i^pioa the facred 
Prophecy of 1290 Days, recorded by DatdeL 

Dan. xii. 12, In the third and laft Number, the heavenfy Mej^er changes-Ms 
'3- Stile: Blefid is be that waitetb and cometh ta the thmfand three 

hundred and fiaoe and thirty Days*, hut go thy Way till the End he c 
for thmjhalt refi^ and Jiand in the hot at the End of the Days. 

I J 35 Days. This Prophecy of 1335 Days, calculated from the great Enfign 
of T^kne in the Number 666, fedls in the Year 2001 after Chrift. 
}f then we allow a ftrong Prefumplion of Trudi in the Opinion 
of Rcd)hi Eliasj or rather of the ancient Caiiala or fpiritual Inter- 
pretation, imder the Prophets and their Schook ; tii^ Schools 
fbuidihed, before the fbipid Inventian of combining and tran%ofing 
Letteis, Words, and Points, and other Traditions of later Sciibes 
and Phariftts took place* Now if lliere be Truth ill this old 
Tradition received by the Chriftian Churdi for many Ages, that 
fu Thoufand Years are fi^gmscd.out by the fix Days preceding the 
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Sabbadi ; or if the Proportion of Time obferved for 2000 Years, 
or near, in the Intervals of revealing tHe MESSIAH, be a Ground of ^ 
Probability 4 this Prophecy of Daniel^ which is the laft, expires in 
the foft Year of the feventh Thoufand of the Worlds At this 
Time will begin the great fi^)entb Dayy according to the myftic 
Senfe of Ae fix Days ; then will be the Opening of the feventh . 
great Tear dfo, according to the ipiritual Meaning of fix Years 
before the fabbatic Tear. This will anfwer under the Go1|k:1 
(which is the Subftance of the Law and its Figures) to diat Part- 
erf the T H B o c R A c Y, under the Inftitution of the feventh Year, 
whkh muft be fulfilled; and to which Ae Thoufend Years oi 
St. John, cxafliy corre^nd. But this is not the Sa^afb of 
Eternity^ which is foretold, and plainly enough defoibed for the 
eighth Day by many Figures of the Law, whofe Explanation may 
hereafter be attempted and offered to the Chriflian Church. St. 
yobn confirms this, by defcribing the Day of Judgment after the^c^. «. 7. 
Thoufand Years are expired. 

In this Place, it may be proper to remove a Difficulty: ariftng^ 
from the Uncertainty of our Chronology fince the Advent of 
Christ. The Year of our Saviour's Death appears to have been 
concealed with a providential Defign 5 fo that our Time mufl be 
io f ar imperfeft, as the Years of his life (which never were 
faiown to the firft Chriftians) may exceed the comm<m Age 
afi^ed. And we cannot fey, whether our Lord was bom into liie 
human Nature, jufl at the Begimiing of tte great fifth Day^ or 
the fifth Thcttlfand Year, of the World ; or whether this 
Event fell out towards the End of the fourth Thou&nd 
Year : This Uncertainty mufl render it impofliUe to fix til^ 
exafb Time of the World before His Incarnation, or of pro- 
phetic Tinte fince. Th«:rfore it is not pretended to afcertain 
Ae exift Year, which would require the Knowledge of the Year cf 
Ae WorM, when* Chrift was born, and aHb the Year dF his Gru- 
dfixi<di^: both which Bvents feem fecreted from us, as to the 
Ceitai)ity of a few Years. We need only prefume, that our 
Qironoiogy, fince our Saviour, is true within a very little Time ; 
and it k dn tub, that the Periods of the Prophecies before us, 
depiend. 

Ifhall 
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Dan. xii.j, J f}^^!! go OH to obfervc, that at the feventh Verfe, where the 

Time, Times and an Half (or part) are declared, which moft 
Intrepreters make equal to the fame Words in St. Joim, and alfo 
to the 1 260 Days, and the 42 Months of this Prophet. It is faid 
by the heavenly Interpreter, vrhojware by htm, who livethfor ever^ 
that when be Jhall have accomplijhed to fcatter the Power of the, holy 
Pe^ky all thrfe "Things pall be Jinijhed. This Declaration marks 
out a Time determined for the Difperfion of the Jews, who then 
were the holy People. The Time correfponds to the 1 260 Days 
for the two Witneffa, and to the 42 Months for the Power of the 
Bec^ 5 fo that the holy People may mean alfo the Gmtiles, who 
are become the People of God, by receiving the Gofpel, but who 
may be faid to be fcattered : becaufe the Church of Chrift is in 
the Wildemefs yet, and the Gofpel fcarce known as the Kingdom 
of God within us ; fuch a Kingdom of Q)iritual Powers, as Je.sus 

Matt. xvii. CiiHisT, the glorious jidam or Head exhibited on Mount Tofbor. 
Hence the Time for the Jews may be reckoned from one Period, 
or Age of the Chriftian Church; and the Time for the holy 
People of the true Ifrael to be fcattered as Lights in the World, 
may he reckoned from the Number 666 ; at the End of. whigh, 
the Jew and Gentile will be brought in, and the Captivity of the 
Church, both to an outward perfecuting Power, and to an inward 
and faUe Rq)refentation of it, by the Do6lrines of Men, will 
conclude in a glorious Exode imder the true Mofes and Jofiua^^ 
JESUS CHRIST. 

To the laft Number of 1335 Days^ a peculiar Bleffing is an- 

Daa. xii. 12. ncxed : Blejfed is He that waiteth and cometh to this : which Paflage, 
in the Judgment of many, alludes to the 20th Chapter of Revela-^ 
tioHy where it is faid, as the Antitype or Counterpart j bkffed and 
holy is he, who hath Part in the first Resurrection. 
This Opinion is more credible, as the firfb Refurreftion is affigned. 
as a peculiar Reward to the Martyrs, and to fuch, who h?[d not 
worfhipped the Beaft, nor its Image ^ and it is thought tp be the 
Emphafis of thefe Worck in Chapter the 14th, verfe the 13th of 

Rcv.xiv. istijjs Revelation: Bkjfed are the. Dead which die in the Lordi 
that is, die for him. St Paul, in i Cor. at the J5th Chapter, 

has 
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has a Paflage to the fame Import ; T'he Dead in Christ Jball rifi 
firfi. It is ftill more credible, as a Portion of this great Privilege 
is to fall to this Prophet, who was a Martyr^ or, as the firll 
Chriftians would have called him, a Confeffbr ; becaufe He offered 
up His Life to God, though the fecond Man in that great King- 
dom, rather than negleft the Duty of Prayer ; and though God 
preferved his Life thus offered up by a Miracle. 

At the Expiration of thefe prophetic Numbers, there remain no 
more great Events in Daniel ^ and the fame may be found in the 
corre^ondent Parts of the Prophecy revealed to St. John: For 
after die 1260 Days are elapfed, fucceeds a glorious Reji or Sabbath 
6{ the Chriflian World for the thpufand Yeai^s preceding the Day 
of umverfal Judgment. 

Such a State of Things has all along been expected by the 
Chriftian ^ Church : This Expe6lation has. been built on the 
Number Seven, fb eminently diflinguifhed by peculiar Bleffings, 
under the Lawy which is only a Figure : And therefore this Part 
mufl be fulfilled under the Gofpel on the great feventh Day, and 
feventh Year of the World, as Burnet and Mede, on the feptenaiy 
Number have fhewn. The flrange and foolifh Conceptions 
formed by weak Chriftians, of the partictdar Happinefs which 
was to flow, through the millennial Sabbath of all Nations 
brought under one Theocracy, funk the Expeftation itfelf 5 or 
rather it was lofl, where all fpiritual Interpretation was lofl, beneath 
the Load and Mafs of thofe abominable Corruptions, introduced by 
the Superflition, Ignorance, and Impiety of the Romijh -Chxxrchy 
leading captive all Churches and Kingdoms of the wejiern World. 
. Laftiy, It has tvzv been the Procedure of divine Providence, that 
the Prophecies fhall grow more plain, as the Events approach 
near their Birth, fo that THey, who are pfioft concerned to know 
the Sigfis,^ fhall have clearer Marks to difcern them. This 
lafl Refle6tion leads us to examine the third Point, whether Christ 
has not laid down fuch Marks in the Gofpel to point out to his ^ 
Church the Signs of the T'imes appointed for the great Difplay of • 
his Power over all Nations, as every one acknowledges to have- 
been given in the Law, and in his fpecial Government over 
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tme People; fo that his approadmjg Mamfefatim m the Fkfii^ 
might be not only expefted, but almofl: fecn into. 

Firft the Gfo^d carries on the fame Views as 4ic Lmtf. Thefe 
are the great Ruin and gknious Reftoration of a whole inteUeSuai 
Creation. Cocceim^ though an impeife£l: myftic Indeiipreter, has 
caft great Light on the Law, and ob&rves that the "GoSpA inter- 
prets the diftinfi: Branches of the Law ; fo may We affinm,^ial: aig 
to the many Types of that Qeccmomy yet unfulfilled :(wlHdi £)ftftmc- 
tion had not enot^ been attended to), the Go^pd locks Imck tD 
them, and promifcs their Completion ia Jue ^ime. 

It' is evident, that the MrsxERY, that is ia St PmsFti 
Explanation, the wok excellenfj^Sen^ conosaled under ik^VJdl of 
a Type, has not been developed]^ touching Xltitfevmth Ik^^fBPomth 
Months ^xAfeventh Tear; nor is one of thefe Types yrt aocom-* 
pliihed: Therefore they remain to come forth in tkdu: ^o^^faiMui 

Let us d^n inquire, whatMarksCHHisxhas givtti outiorBEs 
Churdi to difcern &e Signs of the ^imeSj that is^ of Pejaods 
ripening, or ripened for great moral Re^)Qbaims in die WockL 

The Go^l is as mudi a Difpenfadon and Chain of Pncfihecy^ 
as the Law and its Mirdflration was; and it h attended widi 
thofe of a much more extraordinary^ awful, and .jextenfite 
Nature. 

The firft Series of PrpjAecy in the Grdpel compidbends die 
Propagation of the Chriflian Religion, and the Diiperfion of the 
Jews-, the Rife and Power of the Beaft, and the falife Prc^het; 
the Number of 666, with the Time, Times, and half a Time; 
1260 Days and 42 Months for their Duration : Thefe are to 
be conferred with the three prophetic Numbers in the laft Chs^ 
ter of Daniel 

The fecond Order of Prophecy includes the FaU of llie Bmji 
and falfe Prophet y the Converfion of the Jews^ and by them the 
great Gathering of the People unto Christ : Thefe are the moft' 
illuflrious and leading Predictions recorded in the Writings of the 
newCovenant* 

Now 
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Now the Signs to diTcem tibe Advent of thefe ifhpOftant 
Revolutions (for the other are in a great Meafure fiilMed) feem 
to be g^ven out under foiff Chara£lers. 

The firft is the Number of the Bea^ Six HkndreJ Sixty-^x^ with 
the Time of its Power exprd^ by three Numb^s, which (joncur 
in one Pwiod of 1260 Years. 

The Second is the particular Kind of Infidelity, which never 
cbdfked before in the Chriftian Church of denying Cfa^ift men- 
tioned by St. Peter. ' 2 Pet. a. i. 

The Third confifts of thdfe terribk Judgments of Gtod marked 
€f&ty as gcni^ forth agamfl: the I'hronesoi the Bes^, and ci the 
faUb Prophet ; with other direful Vifitations by fTars, Pefiiknces^ 
Famines and Earthquakes in divers Places. The laft i& tl^ fevenl^ 
Dav and ieventh Year of the Law, yet unfuifilled. as to its inward 
^ gtorious Import. 

Under the Law and its Prophets, divine WilHom fet up two 
cfaia|)ictKms Marks of the MESSIAH, as the Time <rf his Ap- 
pBarance drew near. Th^ were ih&Jevenfy Weeks of Daniel ^ arid 
the Contimiance of the fecond T e m p l e. Should the firft Mark 
\k queflionaUe, frowi a Difficulty in the Year of commencing 
the €}akuiatios, the iec<^ would £!>(^ put it beyond Dii^te. 

Under the Go^)el, there are more Marks for difceming the Ipi- 
ritual Advent of Christ, to take away the Vail from the Hearts of 
the yewsy which is the fec<md great Epiphany of the 
MESSIAH, expected by his Church, and exprefely limited ^an« «• H« 
to the latter DaySy and ti^ End of the DaysiHy which Ex- Hof, m. 4. 
preffions we may underftand, not only the Conclufion of the pro- 
phetic Numbers, but alfo the Age or Ages of .the Gofpel, or as^***"*^ 
St. Paul calls than the Ends of the jlges. ' i Cor, x. 1 1 . 

The fignal Judgments by Earthquakes in many Places ; moft 
crud and la:fting Wars, of Nation againft Nation, with the /even 
I'kmkrsy and Jiven laft Fials full of the Wrath of God^ will pro- 
claim the Signs of the Times. Thde laft Thunders and Vials are 
to be poured out in 2l more terrible Manner againft the Thrones 
<x£ Kingdoms of the Beaft, and of the falfe Prophet, as we find 
to have happened to Callao^ ,in 1746. And to Lijbon^ another 
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Throne on which the Beaft fits, in 1755; and to more ThroriesF 
than one, fubjeft to the falfe Prophet, Mequinezy Fezy and other 
Mahometan Powers in Africa^ which is th^ extreme Limit of 
Mahomet'^ fpiritual Dominion. 

One Thing deferves our Notice, that the Judgments of the 
feven I'hunderSy and feven Vialsy have no Bounds fet to them, of 
a third Part only, which Whijton obferved to have been fixed to 
Rev.viii. {oxir of thcfeven T'rumpets : They run in general Terms, and will 
be poured out, not only upon the fpiritual Babyhns of falfe Reli- 
gion, but againft the whole degenerate Chrijiian World. The 
Defolations, indeed, from the avenging Hand of God, upon 
Babylon^ Romey and Mahomety holding the Church in Captivity, 
will be double and Fore-runners of his Arm to be lifted up againft 
all the reformed Kingdoms. Thefe will be greatly afflided for want 
of Reformation, both in their Interpretation of the Gofpel, as well 
as in Morals. Earthquakes and the Edomites of the Church of 
Romey will be Thorns and Scourges. Britainy Hollandy and 
Switzerlandy will foon feel fevere Strokes : France y Spainy and 
Germany will receive their Cup of Affliftion double j and all of 
Rev. xviii. them will be fhaken chiefly in their Capital and Cornmercial Towns 
and Cities. On this Account Babylon bears a double Charafter in 
St. Johny which cannot be applied to the fpiritual Anticbriji 
\ johnii. 15, alone, but gives a Picture of the Chriftian World following after 
* ^- the Pride of Life. The Lull of the Eyes and the Luft of the Flefh, 

which this Prophet more than any other Writer of the NewTefta- 
ment faith -, they are not of the Father, but of the JForldy which 
is Babylon the Great. 

This Sentiment is more confirmed by the happy Scene of Things 
fucceeding the Fall of Babylon compared with the divine Bleflings 
on Xht /event h Day and Tear of the Law, For upon the Suppo- 
fition that the feventh Thoufand Year be the Commencement of 
the millennial Kingdom of St. Johny the Benedi6tion of Heaven in 
jv. s. The that univerfal Theocracy of the Messiah over all the- fevent}% 
Jews never ^j. feventy and two Nations difperfed at Babely will be as it was 

reckoned odd -riii i i 

Numbers, typified Under the Law, open, and common to all. And of what 
Ufe then can trading Cities be, full of Canaanites or Merchants as 

the 
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the Word fig^i£es ? when the Sweat of the Brow and all fervtle 
Labour and Drudgery are taken away by the great Changes wrought 
upon the Fbjfical Worldy which will pour forth a continual Fecun.- 
dity ^ but in wliat Manner no Man can fay, unlefs he could dif^ 
cover every Alteration of outward Nature thiough all its Parts 
which has been introduced fince the Fall of Adam. 

I fhall juft throw thefe Prophecies into a fhoit View, as I have 
finifhed the Obfervations upon them. The Year of Christ 666 is 
the affumed Time to meafure from : The firft Number of Daniel 
in the Time, .Times, and an Half, will be the fame aft the Time, 
Times, and half in John : This i& confefled to be three Years and 
an Half of prophetic Days, counting a Year for every Day. The 
1260 Days and the 42 Months are juft the iame Number, by al- 
lowing 30 Days to a Month, and 12 Months- to a Year, as the 
Jews did. Thefe four Prophecies will then at fartheft expire in the 
Year 1926: The 129a Days of Daniel will end in 1956 : The 
1335 Days will conclude in 2001 from Christ. 

Let it be once more obferved. That the Time to a Year or 
feveral Years is not pretended to be pointed out, which muft de- 
pend upon the Knowledge of the Year of Christ's Death. This - 
was not known, any more than the exadl Time of DaniersWceks. 
A late excellent Writer judges our Lord to be nearer 40 Years, when Harmlny* 
he was crucified : But from the Law of Mofes fixing the Entrance Sc« the preuC 
on the typical Eriejihood at 3 a Years, and the Difcharge from the TOurfZ 
facerdotal Office at 50 Years ; and alfo from the fpiritual Defiga 
oi Xht Jubilee y it may be tdaought, that our Saviour pafled through Note, See 
feven fabbatic Years, as the glorious myftic Meaning of that In- Aver^oAhe' 
ftitution. In thefe imiocent Points, let every one enjoy his own Jfwi in johm 
Opinion. And now after all that has been advanced, fhould theart'^not y^ 
Chriftifin World in a general View, and in this Age of N o a h, fo ^^y ^«^» 
defer ibed by our Saviour, lightly regai'd the Obfervations on the 
Number Seven, and on the Coincidence of the holy Prophets,. 
Daniel and John : Will not fuch a Condu£t be a Mark and Sign 
itfelf ? Muft not Security be predominant, whenever the Period- 
be ? The Wickedy faith the Angel to Daniel, Jball do wickedly y con- 
tinue under Hardnefs and Blindnefs of Heart, and none of the: 
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Dan. xii. to.'jj^ckeJ Jhaff nnderffand. The Son of Gony fjteaks-tlte fettle Lan- 
guage as in the Days of Noah and of Lot ; as kt the Days of "Je*^ 
rufalem^ fb wiH it be when ife cometh^ that is, while He is coming, 
by a Train of uncommon Events to convert the Jeijos^ who wiH 
be brought low even to the Duft, as is' evident from many Paffages 
of the Prophets. This a!fffi6i:ed State feeitts included in that Ex=- 

Lukexxi. 24. preffion of our Savbur : Jeritfakm Jhidl be trodden dcnrni (ftbe Gen^ 
tiles y that is, the Jewtfb People fhaU have their Backs bowed down 
by the Yoke of the Gentiles. Though this Yoke be in a Manner 
broke by tfte Reformation, ds Dr. Jackfjn obferVes; yet wiH this 
People be aflHi€led by the Thrones fobjeft to tht p^hlCBairy and 
by diofe Horm or Powers oflsHMAEL, who is Sort of ^the Bond 
Woman y by whom Mahomet' % Throne was firft erefted, and Ms 
pretended Miffion accepted. Thefe Powers, while finl^ng beneath 
the Weight of the Hand of Gon, will exercifemoft' unheartf-of 
Cruelties on tite carnal Seed of ABrabamy and on -Ins ^if itual Seed 
of the Gentile y to fupport'themfefves. The ffi Wk aiid I6w!y y^/ltr, 
and the humble and holy Mkffiies will rage on evdry Side*, and 
drink their laft Cup of human Mood. But the Wifty feys-thc 
Angel, Jhall under/land : Wififom in Scripture meiMis ever the re-^ 
ligious and good Part of the World ; and it is this Wiidom, wMch 
. our Saviour beautifully perfonifies as a Mother thzt JhaH btjnjiified 
' of all her Childreny in every Nation, banguage^ and People. For 
as to any other Wifdom, He prefers the Children* of this World, 
the Sons of the School of Machiavely and the Wifilom of the 
Royal Exchange y to the Children of Light. They are Sons of 
Abraham y and like their Father, walk as Pi^timt aild Strangers 
in this World, looking and caring for the better Cotmtryy the City 
of the Jiving God, and all her glorious Children galiicrcd into one 
heavenly Polity. The Words of Grotiusy fays the Author of Ana- 
?p"337^ ^ logy> upon that affeilionate and authoritative Admonition- fo 

often inculcated, are worthy of Notice : He that hath Ears to 
hear, let him hear. The Proof of Chriftianity' is lefs than it 
might have been for this very Purpofe, that the Word of the Gofpd 
might be as a Touchllone, by which all curable Difpofitions' 
were to be tried. Jt appears, however, that thefe Words of* 
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.Gruist carry a vehemeixt and Holy bidagnatian for die general 
Haixhic& of dieir Hearts^ ratiaer dian any Kind of Af&&ion, and 
diat he applied to ihc few, whole Hearts were not fi) deqply cor^* 
rupted, as to rcfift fiich clear Evidence of his divine Cbara£)n' and 
iieawnJy Inibii£lions. 

it will be now Time to remove tiie mo& (pecious Objedions 
againft the Prmciples here advanced. 

- The fiift in all Probability will be. That uiie whole 5tru6harc k 
founded i^n a Siqspoiition that the Naime c^ the £My? is a Peri^ 
od of Time, and that the Year of Chrift 66t b diat Period. The 
ibifinrer to this ^Difficnlty is eafy, becaufe the feventh Thoufand 
Year of the World may be a Sabhathy though we are miftaken' 
about the other; and this Sabbath will correfpond in the great 
and fall Senfe of the Goipel to ks Type and Shadow imder the 
Law. Tins Number of Time fervos as a Pole^flar to guide our 
Inquiry into the oldier ppophettc Numbers. 

Secondly, This Suppoiltacm has the faireft Appearance of Truth 
from the Words of the Prophecy, which are fufpe6ted by late 
Writers^ not to iignify a Name, but the Number of a Man, or a 
ccmunon Number^ fuch as Men u(e in computing Time. It is 
certun, as Grotiusj Calmety W4xple^ LowmaH^ and odiers ob&rve,^ 
that the Words of the Prophecy cannot, without torturing the 
Senfe) fignify the Name of any Pejdbn whatever, which both Par- 
iim haw atten^pted to find^ and to faften on eadi other, as the 
Anticbrifi and Beafi. 

Yet ought we not to overlook fo many Names, as Willet has WiUct Sy- 
colfcaed : Latinm and Ecclefia, Italica in Greeks and Romams [n'^v^^^^y^'^^ 
Hebrew Letters, (which are the mily two Languages, in which 
Revelation has b^n delivered) make this Number of Years. Dod^ ^^^^ ^^ 
dndge is miftaken in afcribing two of them to Sir Ifaac Newtm^ as pofxtor, Voi; 
his Difcovery car Interpretation. ^*' ^' ^^^' 

Thirdly, Hiftory informs us that both the Beail and falie Pro- 
phet were gone out before 666, and had made cpnfiderable Pro- 
grc6 at this Period. Bbrmiusy in his Annals of 679, only thiiteen 
Years diftant from this Time, tells us, that in this barbarous and 
Ignorant Age there was but one Man oi any Learning in all the 
I Wefti 
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Weft 3 and the Glory and Work of this One learned Man was, 
that he had brought the Churches of England and Scotland to re- 
ceive the I'onfure of St, Peter inftead of that of St. Paul. What an 
excellent Interpretation muft this be of the Epiftles of thefe great 
Apoftles ! and what muft have been long before the State of the 
Gofpel, and its Explanation as a fpiritual Kingdom within us, 
may be judged from this, that the popifli Writers reckon the eighth 
Century 44 Years only from 666, among the three dark Agesy or 
Centuries of the Church. Baronius might well be obliged to con- 
fefs it a barbarous and ignorant Period, though he be a great 
Flatterer of the Holy See. Dupin labours hard to foften a little the 
Infamy of that and the two fucceeding Centuries. The Writers 
^ on the Side of the Reformation fix the Time of appointing the 
public Prayers and Offices of the Church to be performed in Latin 
to this very Year, under the Holy Father Vitaliany but perhaps 
this Chaige cannot be proved to a particular Year. 

As for Maloomet, his Religion had fpread with his Conquefts, 
and the Sword had fubdued Bodies and Souls to him at this 
Time : his Impofture had ftruck its Root deep enough m yaft 
Kingdoms, to ftand to this Day. 

• Laftly, All feem nearly to agree, that it muft be a Period of 
Time, whenever any Name of a Man be found fuiting it ; . from 
which the 1260 Years are to be meafured : fince then, after fill, it 
muft be a Period of Time, what has been offered, bears the 
ftrongeft Evidence from the concurrent Voice of the Law and Pro- 
phets with that of the Gofpel and its great Prophet St. John. 

In the fecond Place it may be obje6ted, that if the wicked will 
not underftand, nor believe, to what End can it ferve to point 
out thefe Events ? We may anfwer, that thefe Events muft come 
to pafs, and whenever they arrive, they are Signs for the wife, the 
humble, fincere, and virtuous Part of the Chriftian World. But 
how can thefe know without hearing ? Did divine Wifdom fet 
up the Works of Daniel for no Inquiry to be made till after they 
were elapfed ? And can we think that the Ifrael of God, who^re 
io buried among the Numbers of the Canaanites and Children of 
Babylon^ will not rejoice at the near Prolpeil: of Events fb glori- 
ous 
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Dus in their Confequences ? Though the Wicked will not hear nor 
rejoice at any Thing but the flourilhing of an Eaft or Weji Indian rcv. xviif. 
Company, or of the infamous African Mart for the Bodies of their ^^;^.^^^^^^^^ 
Fellow Creatures ; yet Gkxi commanded in the old World Noah on this Head 
to preach 1 20 Years Repentance and Righteoufiiefs to fuch fenfual ^^l^ ^^J^^. 
and covetous Hearts as reign every where at this Age. The Apoftles cap. 5* 
preached 40 Years to the Body of the Jews before their Defolation 
and Dil|)erfion. It is a Duty to awaken a flumbering World, 
and to bid thofe arife and watch, who are fettling on their Lees 5 zeph. i, 12. 
left the heavy Judgments of God break in upon them with a 
fwift and unexpefted Deftru6tion. 

We are Strangers to the moral or ipiritual State of the Heart, 
and we cannot tell thofe who are hardened beyond Remedy 5 
nor who are hardening their Hearts in vitious Habits. We know 
not how many among the moft common Character of Chriftians 
in thefe Days, the Carelefs and Lukewarm^ may be ftruck with 
ibme ferious Impitflions from this Eflay. *«^- *"• *fi- 

A third Objeftion may be, that fuch a Foreknowledge wouH 

tell the Coming of Christ, which Scripture feems to declare impoffi- 

ble. In the firft Place, we may reply itliat the Coming of Christ 

imports not always his De^nt from Heaven to judge the World, 

but frequently the Execution of any great and fignal Event of his 

regal Power and Government over the Nations. In this Senfe our 

Lord tells his Difciples ^ " Verily I fay tmto youy ye Jhall not have gone ^^^^ ^ 

** m)er the Cities oflfraely till the Son of Man become-^' this is again 

expreffed in another Manner ; " Verily I Jay unto youy there befome j^^^^j^ 

" Jianding here^ who JJoall not tafle of Deaths till they fee the Son of^^* 

** Man coming in his Kingdom :" it is in St. Marky " //// they have 

*^ feen the Kingdom of God come with Power.'' This Promife of 

coming in his Kingdom and with Power, was in its firft ^d proper 

JSenfe fulfilled in his glorious Transfiguration on Mount Tabor 

within a few Days after. 

This Tranfadlion was defigned as an open View and Manifef- 
tatioA of the Powers of his proper and fpiritual Kingdom^ and as 
the Form of ihii glorious Body he was to communicate as the 
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fecond and heavenly Adam, to all of his Regeneration ; by which only 
they can inherit the Kingdom of Heaven. 

In a fecond Senfe this Prophecy was fulfilled upon Jerufakmy 
in judging that linful People, overturning their civil and facred 
Polity y and fcattering them among all NaticMis to this Day, 

Therefore the fecond great Advent of Christ, univerfally exn 

.pe6ted by the Church, is to judge the Bead and falfe Prophet, by 

deftroying their civil and fpiritual Dominion fo long exercifed ovcc 

many Nations and Peoples and Tongues : and fecondly, to call the 

Jewsy by whofe Means the gieat Kingdoms of the Heathen World 

are to be brought into the Fold of Christ ; by whofe fpiritual Lip 

and Interpretation alfo, the Beaft and falfe Prophet, as they fig- 

nify the carnal Heart and the flattering Doflrines formed to 

indulge it, will be taken and deftroyed out of the Gofpel. Thia 

will be preached pure from fo much human Mixture, and recdved 

by the converted Followers of the Roman and Mahometan Anti^ 

I John ii. 1 8. chriji (for there be many Anticbrifis)^ vdio fhall behold both ftruck, 

with Judgments as vifible and palpable, as Mgypt and BabyJon' 

were in former Time* 

Rev.xi. 15. Then will be fet up the happy Kingdom or theocracy of 

God and his Chkist over all the Kingdoms of this World : then 

that Prophecy of Malachi ihall be glorioufly fulfilled, " from the 

Mai.i. II. " Rifing of the Sun to the going down of the fame, my Name 

IhaH be great among the Gentiles ^ and in every Place Incenle 
fl^all be offered unto my Name, and a pure Oflfering; for my* 
Name fhall be great among the Heathen, faith the Lord of 
" Hofts." 

At this Time will the firfl: Refurreftion of the Martyrs tranflate 
them from the Sabbath or feven Powers of Paradife, to the eter- 
nal Sabbath, or feven SpiritSy the more fpiritual Powers, burning 
Rev. iv. 5. before the T^brone of GoiXy which is the third Heavens, the Hofy of 
Holies : While the great Congregation of all Nations made oul: of 
Aas xvii. 26. ^Q Qne Blood of Adam, will go into the great Sabbatic Yeoi* of God . 
The Prophecy lays not that the Martyrs are to reign on Earth : 
Hence all that the learned Whitby has wrote agajnft it, faUs to the 
Ground. 

Secondly^ 
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Stcondly^ They who dbjeft the Imp6ffibility of fuch a foretell* 
ing the Advent of Christt, do not well underftand the Meaning of 
out SAviotrit, when he replied to the Qjieftion of his Difciples, " // 

/i not for you to know the Tiimei and the Seajbm^ 'which the Father has A^s- »• vii. 

put in his own PoiverJ' The Senfe of the Paflage appears to be 
ibis J that it is no Part of your Work or Office, as Apoftles, at 
ihw Age of the Wbrld to kn6w beforehand or diftin6tiy, the great 
Events and Defigns of Providence, which are fo diftant from the 
Time of their Comfdetion : Thefe Things Gon will rtveal by dif- 
ferent Signs and Marks, as their Hour or Periods fliall approach, 
and this Procedure Heaven did 6bferVe before th^ Manifeftation of 
the MESSIAH, when Prophecies grew rtiore exprefs, and the 
Very Time was pointed out, as it drew near. 

Now though the Revelation of St. John be the only principal 
Prophecy of the great Revolutions to fallout, under the Messiah, 
and feen^ given by exprefs Defigns of Providence to eolleft them 
into one View : Different Signs are therein given out to difcern 
every Period in its Succejfion. Thefe his own People fhall fee and 
underftand, while the Wickednefs of others, who are his only in 
Name, and a Shame and Reproach to his holy Religion, fliall 
blind their Eyes, and caft them into the Spirit of Slumber ^ or that 
Hardnefs of Heart, which refifts moral Evidence ^ and which by the 
juft Appointment of Heaven, is the dreadful Confequence of 
abufing the Light of Nature and Revelation by contracting vitious 
Habits under fuch Advantage. Thefe Habits are the Scales before 
their Eyes, the Veil upon their Hearts, and the only Blindnefs 
and Hardening of God. 

The Force of this Reafoning cannot be eluded, by faying that 
Christ will come at an Hour unlookedfor^ and like a T^hief in the 
Night ', fmce this can only regard the wicked Part of the World. 
Noah and Lot were not fiirprifed 5 nor were the Children of Ifrael 
overtaken by the fame Judgenients, which ftruck the Mgyptians. 
The Difciples of Christ had Signs to difcern the approaching 
Defblation of Jerufalem : Thus no Doubt it will be, in his fecond 
great Advent, moving on : Sighs of Times in a clearer Explana- 
tion of prophetic Numbers, and in Judgments poured out, like 

F 2 a Breach 
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a Breach of Water Sy fhall be known by his Church, which muft be 
terribly afHi£l:ed between fuch great and falling Pawers of civil 
and Spiritual Tyranny, as the Romijh Church and Mabometanifm t 
For what will not the holy Militia of the firft, numerous and bold; 
perform to fiipport their dying Empire over the Souls and. Bodies 
of Men ? what will not be done under the Conduct of moji holy 
JefuitSy who will be the great Leaders and Captains in religious 
War and Camage ? and fhall the Zeal of Mahometan Mufties, like 
their Founder, bom in and nurfed with human Bloody fall fliort o£ 
the other ? This fiery Perfecution will refemble that of Saul zig^mO: 
his Brethren for believing in the Messiah : arid it feems intimated 
Matth.x. 21-by our Lord in thefe Words," the Brother Jhall deliver up tbeBrother t$ 
** Deathy and the Father the Child: and the Childf-enjloall rife up againfi 
" their Parents^ andcaufe them to he put to Death'' Nothing but falie 
Religion can produce fuch horrible Things 5 and nothing, from 
well-known Experience, will be thought too barbarous and cruel for 
Revolters from their Delufions, by fuch Men, who are more thirfly 
for Blood than the Wolf of the Evenings and more enraged foF 
Horxiii. 8. the Lofs of one Votary, than the Bear bereaved of her Whelps. 

In this View it will be equally verified, as it was in the Days of 
Noahy Loty Mgypty Babylon^ and Jerufalem in old Time ; that the 
wicked will not underftand to their Conviftion and Amendment. 
The nominal Chriftians, fo vilely corrupt and degenerate in all 
Kingdoms, whether P&pijh or Reformed^ will harden themfelves, 
till the Judgments like a Flood fhall rufh upon them, and over^ 
whelm their exceffive Pride and refined Luxmy ; and fhaM bury 
their ftately Cities and great Emporiums in the Duft. 

The Judgments reprefented hyfeven thunders will ftrike down 
Babylon the great y which includes not only Rome and Mahomet y as 
fpiritual Babels and Houfes of Bondage for Truth and the Religion 
of the daily Crofs of Chriji ; but implies alfo the whole World, and 
efpecially the worldly ChrilHans of reformed Kingdoms grown to 
be the meereft CanaaniteSy or, as the Word fignifies. Traffickers and 
Zephjiiv. 2 1. Merchants of the Earth: Thefe Miferies will. come in one Houry 
that is with fuch a fudden and defecating Violence, as Earthquakes 
:x 5 of which Thunders are a proper Reprefentation. 

At 
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At this Period, God will call his own by a Voice of Qmitual 
Interpretation, which fhall be underftood, and make his People, 
his Peculium, come out of the ^GaL%Babyhny which is, the carnal 
Heart wedded to the World* He will open a greater Iniight 
into the prophetic Numbers, which will Ihew the Hand and 
Wrath of God, pouring out his Vials againil the outward and 
vifible Babylon of Rome and Mahomet^ wherein falfe Religion 
triun^hs, protefted and, nourifhed by civil Power,, with every 
poflible Honour and- Emolument. 

Thefe Signs will cany Light and< Darkne&, as the Prophecies of 
old did ;. a Light clear enough, as the Author erf the Principles, of 
the Chriflian Faith has fhewn, to all thofe, who have not corrupted 
their moral Senfe and Judgment by a courfe of Sin and Impiety. 
They will.be dark to. thofe who have made themfelve&/ij^ feeling 
of moral Evidence, by vitious Habits precontrafted : Thus will 
Blindnefs fall only upon the Wicked, which in Scripture iignify 
habittcal Sinners^ bold and impudent, by evil Pra6lices;- however 
great or wife or noUey, according to the Flejh^ and in the.EftimatiQn , c<». i.v2fc. 
of the. World. While Light to fee the Hand and Work of God, 
fliall fhine in the Gojhen of the true Ifrael^ though , the fpiritual 
Egyptians fit in thack.DarknefSj and give not Glory to God for the 
gracious Intention of his awakening Judgments, but continue ftiffr 
necked and impertinent- 

The Objeclion from, the Danger of falfe Alarms, and from the 
Piftance of thefe Events to the prefent Age, is weak and futile : 
Since the feven Thunders, and feven Vials, have fcarce the Inter- 
val of twelve Years between each, ftiould we fuppofe a nearly 
equal Proportion of Time for every one in Succeflion; . We do not 
mean, that it will be fo ^ but, by this narrow Compafs of Time, 
we may expeft to fee one or more go forth, within the Space of a 
few Years from each other. The Divine Goodnefs did not bring 
the firft great Deftru6lion of the old World y till Noah had been fent 

as a Preacher of Righteoufnefs and Repentance . for 1 20. Years ; 2 Pet* iL 5, 
who may be fuppofed to have brought many to Repentance . im- 
known to us, though inefte6hial to reclaim the greater Part, or ^'^^'^*^ 
feye thiengi from the impending Wrath of God.. The Diftance tq 

the. 
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the greateft and moft important Revolutions in the moral Worlds 
appears to extend very littk beyond this Term^ I conceive that 
thefc 1 20 Years of Noah have a myftic Senfe, which I Ihall endea- 
vour to explain. One Hundred and twenty Jubilees (which are 
great Years, and the ai^fv or Age of the Jewijh Church) fill up 
6000 Years, and therefore end in the Beginning of the Millennium, 
-Now this Number by the ficculum Century, or Age of. the Jewijb 
and Gentile Church taken together, make 7000 Years, or the End 
of die World, and the Beginning of the feco?td Deaths where the 
preaching of all Noabsmw^ finiih. One Hundred Jubilees fill up 
5000 Years ; the remaining 20 Years, by the great Year of a Cen- 
tury, the End and Beginning of Time fince our S av i o u r, make 
2000 Years. This Coincidence of the Jew and Gentile Church, 
without any Fraftion of Time, may have its Weight with thofe 
Who confider, how much Divine Wildom fcems to hide its Defigns 
for a while under the Veil of Numbers. 

Now the Events which appear approaching, will arrive in a 
gradual Succeflion ; and we feem ^aced in all Probability near 
fourteen Years within the Opening of the laft fix Months, out of 
the 42, appointed for the Beaft to continue. The Beginning of 
the feven Thunders appears to have been that on CalJao in 1746, 
which is juft fix prophetic Months to 1 926. 

Thefe Thunders and feven Vials will be, in the fpiritaal Senfe, 
the Preachers and Witnefles of Goa in the Spirit of Elias and 
Luke iv. 24* John the Baptiji. Elias will be fent to call down Fire upon the 
I Kings xvii. apoftate Church of Rome for the half Year, or fix lail Months of 
9' his fhutting up the Heavens, that there fliall be no Rain. John 

the Baptijiy will, in my prefent Conception, fill up the five myftic 
or prophetic Months of his Birth before Christ, in calling Ijhmael^ 
or the Mahometans into his Father's Houfe, and fpiritual Circum- 
cifion, before the great Birth of Christ into the other Gentile Sy and 
their being begotten unto his fpiritual, mediatorial Nature will 
take place. , Both thefe Chara6lers will call with a loud and terri- 
ble Voice of Earthquakes and Peftilences, Famine and bloody 
Wars, civil and religious (for what other Voice will Rome or A&- 
bomet iiear) ; and what can roufe the great Babylon of the World, 
3 and 
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and its Governors, Nobles y Priejisy and Elders ^ and People ^ from the 
Cup of Sorceiy defcribed in St. Jobriy Rev. xviii. 12, 13, 14. Will 
not the Cities of the Nations know their Pifture drawn by the Pen- 
cil of the Divine Prophet ? 

As to f alfe Alarms, it is very right to be cautious of liftening ta 
them, fince our Saviour declares that falfe Prophets and Matt, xxivw 
Teachers ihall go forth, when God is fending the true Interpreters ^*' 
to preach and prepare the World, for the greater Manifeftatiotr 
and coming of the Kingdom of Heaven^ to thofc many Nations of 
the Earth, which, from Babel to this Day„ neai' 400 Years, have fat 
in Darknefs and in the Shadow of Death. St. Jobn^ defcribes three 
unclean Spirits like unto Frogs '\oing out of the Mouth of the Dragon ^ Rev. xvL ij^ 
and of the Beajly and of the falfe Prophet. Thefe appear to be falfe 
Teachers and Reprefenters of the Golpel > among whom can we 
omit that unclean Lip of Interpretation carrying through the 
Earth by Zinzendorf? and the increafing Herd of thofe filthy 
Beafts, Men and Women, whofe Faces like their great Captain's, 
are as the Whore's Forehead, an4 cannot blufh at thofe Scenes of 
Lcwdnds, worfe than any hcath6n Myfteries, which are pra€tifed 
within their A^ta^ or th^fecret Chambers of their SanSuary? Does 
religious Toleration open fo wide a Door to fuch Abominations^ 
which even heathen Rome would have cut up by the civil Sword ? 
Let the excellent Writer of the Elements of the civil Law, bearsce the Sena- 
witnefs to what Romans did (though They encouraged all Superfti- j^^^^^^"^' 
tion) to fupprefs Immoralities under the Mafk of Religion. M^rcianum, 

The ^x^het mforms us, that the dd Dragon knoweth that fa^^^: SVhe 
has but afliort Time to deceive the Nations 5 and on this Account, ^^^^^^ ^^w, p. 
a Woe is pronounced againft the Inhabitants of the Earth. Theitv. xiL 12. 
Fruits and Works of Ae Sons of God, who are led by his Holv 
Spirit, are wrote down to difcem and try the Spirits of Mai ;. 
which however do not mean that every good Man is a g©od Pro-- 
phet, or Interpreter of the Gofpel ; for the Romijh Church wilt 
produce Men, who have exceeded all our itinerant Ignatiufes in 
outward Sdindiity . Muft then their Piety, real or feigned, fanftify 
their Errors and falfe CoiKeptioris of the Gofjpel ? Take heed how^ 
ye hear and how ye believe, . Many will fay I am the true PiDphet' r ; % .. 

and r 
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and Preacher of the Goipel, as it is in JESUS, while they are 
deceiving the World with the fame erroneous Divinity, about the 
Merits, Atonement and Satisfaftion of Christ, which Peter Lorn* 
bardy from Aufiin and Aquinas^ and Scotusy and the Sons of thefe 
Colleges of Prophets, have formed and given to the World agam 
with a new Name, through Luther and Calvin. Both were edu- 
cated Papifts and School Divines, and (though great Lights) com- 
pared vnxh the Darknefs preceding, they were not able, in one 
Day, to bfing the Church out of the thick Clouds, gathered through 
fo many Centuries before. This Ihameful and proftituted Senfe 
of our blefled Lord's Love and Crofs, is reviving under Antino- 
mianifmy dilguifed with a little falfe'l^iety, which is always dog- 
matical, and when oppofed, turns to Cruelty, Perfecution, and 
Blood. 

It &ems alio that fbme will affume the Charafter of the 
MESSIAH, to deceive the^^^w^ in particular, whofe Difperfibn 

Matt. xxiv. is drawing to its Ccwiclufion. 

^4- Further, thou^ the Beginning of the great feventh Year of the 

World be appointed for the firft Refurreftion of the Martyrs only, 
it ought not to lofe its Force upon thofe who live in the interveninig 
Time. 

Cyprian upon Martyrdom, has juftly obferved, that God will re- 
ward the Martyrdom of the Hearty as well as the real fhedding of 
the Blood. Exemplary Goodnefe in a coiTupt World, and a very 
corrupt Age of it, is a Tryal flower, and perhaps harder than any 
other Maitjrrdom. Daniel and John offered their Lives, yet theii- 
Blood was not flied. Thefe Inflances fupport Cyprians Aflertion^ 
and might be intended to point out the great Reward of fuch, who 
are ready to lay down their Lives, and who are burning 3nd/hining 
UgbtSy amidfl a perverfe and wicked Generation. Noahy Abraham^ 
and Mofeiy were the Martyrs in AfFeftion and in eminent Holinels, 
and did not rejift unto Blood -y fliall we think, that fuch highly fa- 
voured Servants of God will not have a Place in the firit Gather- 
ing of the Saints into the /i&/r^jEfe^wj, the HOLY of HOLIES 
from Paradifey which is the Holy Place only, when the great Sab- 
: batic Year of the Reftoration Ihdl be completed in the Redeemer's 

King- 
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Kingdom ? We may be well aflured, that many eminent Servants 
of God, who have devoted their Time, Wealth, Power and Influ- 
ence in a more than common Way, and in a peculiar Regard to 
promoting the Kingdom of Christ among Men, will have their 
Lot among tihis firft-chofen Number, thefe firfi-born Sons of 
JEHOVAH at this glorious Period. Wherefore, it is moft pro- 
bable, that divine Wifdom, which hides itfelf in a delicate Manner 
f^om the Scorner and Wicked^ chofe to diftinguilh thefe two Pro- 
j^ets with the Names of behved^ though neither fealed their Faith 
in their Blood, but only offered themfelves to yield that laft Tefti- 
raony of their fir/i Love. Hence we may conclude, that there is 
an internal Martyrdom of *the Heart, which will entitle to the 
Jirji ReJitrreSliony over whom Xhi^fecond Death can have no Power ; 
becaufe they ai*e Sons of JEHOVAH, Father, Word, and 
Holy Spirit in the glorious and fpiritual Body, or the full 
Cherub coupled together, and in a Kingdom, which cannot be 
fhaken. This ^iritual Martyrdom feems to be infinuated in the 
Words of not worfhij^ing the Beafl nor his Image, and having 
neither his Mark on tiheir Foreheads, nor in their Heads. Rev. xx. iv. 

Thrice happy they, who fhall follow the fpiritual Jesus through 
. the inward Leading and finall Voice to the daily Mount oi Calvary 
in fpiritual Martyrdom and Crucifixion. Some few of fuch fpiri- 
tual Nazarites or Mourners; fbme fiich fpiritual Eunuchs Matth. v. 4. 
^, for the Kingdom of Heaven's Sake are always to be found in Matth. xix. 

every Church and People of Christ upon Earth. Thefe are the ^^* 
Salt of the World, and fhow what the daily Crofs of Christ is incoh Hi. 3. 
m^ and what the Life bid with the mediatorial Nature in God 
means in its Strength and Purity. They ferve as Guides to others 
who follow on, that they may attain more Growth in the myjiic 
Regeneration^ that new Temple and new inner Adam^ building in 
Christ, through the overjhadowing of the holy Spirit in the Ifrael 
of God. They bear Witnefs, tihough cloathed in Sackcloth^ againA 
the numerous falfe Prophets, who preach up chiefly the outward ^^' ^'* ^* 
Atonement,and Merits, and Crofs, and Death, and Refurreflion, and 
Afcenfion of Christ, to their blind Multitudes, and deceive them; 
while the real and j^iritual Jesus, carrying back the fallen Adam 
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tln'ough the Procefs of the inward transfiguration and Regeneration 
into the two San6luaries, that of Faradije firft, and into the third 
Hea'uens or holieji Place at laft, is quite forgot and defpifed. Among 
thefe noble Nazarites (who were equal to Prophets under the 
Mofaic Difpenfation, and were fpiritual Interpreters of their Fi- 
gures), let us venture to reckon William Law the greatefl: Propha: 
of the Chriftian Church j the fineft moral and fpiritual Interpreter 
of this Age. His excellent Writings I will venture to recommend 
to all, who defire to know where the true Church, Temple, and 
Kingdom of God within us is to be foimd : where Emanuel, Gon 
in us, Jehovah the Word or living Light in his Eflence, • manif efts^ 
himfelf by the great myfterious Union recorded at the Confecra- 
tion of his Apoftles, his fpiritual Levitesy in the whole 17th 
Chapter of St. John. This Commendation may coft me dear, fince 
if this great Light be flain at one Blow, under die Name of a myfiicy^ 
a Name which belongs to St. John and St Paul, I muft expeft to 
TheManthl ^^^^ ^^ Neck cut ofF, by the Sentence of the two literary Judi- 
Critical and C(ftureSy ov rather Star Chambers, when the next monthly SdSions 
views^^^ ^^ criminal myftic Authors fhall arrive. I am not afliamed to 
.. profefs, with £r^w^, that one Page of fuch fpiritual Interpretation 
epiii. 26. ' as Origen, from the Key of St. Paul and St. John, opened unto the 
Chriftian Church, is worth ten Pages of Aujiin. 
Nor am I afraid, with the great Henry More, to fpeak well of the 
Jacob Beh- teutonic T'heofopher, though a hundred Civilians like Heineccius, or 
i»en. a thoufand Scholars full of fuch Pagan Learning as Warburton, 

deride this Man endued with an Unftion from on high, greater 
than any one, lince the Days of the Apoftles. Yet am I far from 
calling any Man Rabbi, except Mofes and his Mafter Jesus Christ ; 
nor will I accept Hay, Wood, and Stubble, with Pearl and fine 
Gold ; or be blind to the Errors of Man, on Account of his Ex- 
cellencies. And I think I can point out fome Truths of a moft 
glorious Nature, which. have been concealed behind the Shade and 
Veil of Mofes, and are now manifefted in the Face and Brightnefs 
of the great Reconciler of all Things both in Heaven and Earth, 
Col. i. 20. through the Blood of his Crofs^ 

As 
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As to a further Obje6lion from the Promise of Christ, that the 
Gates of Hell fhall not jprevail againft his Church ; this will be^Jattb. xvi. 
a vain Piece of Fla^ttery : for though the Ptomife be a moft un- 
doubted and comfortabk Truth, yet doth not the Chriftian 
Church expeft, and Scripture declare a great Apoftafy from the 
Faitli pecuHar to the lafi "Times ? and if divine Wifilom permitted 
fo long a Reign of Supcrftition and Darknefs in Popery before, 
what i$ rfiere incQnMeht in expefting the Cloud to gather again for 
a litlie while j, why may not that bloady Handy which has murdered 
the Saints smd Prophets of the Gofpel, lift itfelf once more, and 
prepare a Crofwn of Glory for the noSle Army of MartyrSy whofe 
Reward and Kingdom will be dten fo near at Hand. 

This is fpoken upon the general Prefumption of Chriftian 
Writers, that die Church of Rome will rife and triumph fome few 
Years before it falls -, that the two Witnefies and Prophets, mean-Rev, xi. 7. 
kig the true Gofpd, will be flain juft at the £}qpiration.of their 
^efiimmy. But it appears more probaUe, that the greateft Part 
of the laft Perfecution will be felt within its own Bowels, by kill- 
ing thofe of its former Members, who (hall rife up as Witnefles 
xi|^inft it s when the Old Ifrael fh^ be converted unto Christ. 

The Spirit of Love and the Zeal of Martyrdom, as Doddridge 
juftly obferves, is dead : The Jeivs will revive it, while the Horns 
iar crowiwd Heads fhall fight to fupport the Babel of all Impiety, 
Ignorance, and Superftition, which flatters them, as much as 
ancient Babyhny and heathen Rome flattered their Kings and Em- 
|ierors. Tkefe Nebuchadnezzar Sy in their defpotic Governments built 
on falfe Rieligion, will heat the Furnace one feven Times more Dan. iii. 19. 
for the Children of God, who among fo many People, Nations, 
and Languages, falling down and worfliipping their golden Image, 
fhalj bear Teflimony againfl: their Gods of Gold and of Silver, 
of Brafi and of Iron, cSf Wood and of Stone. But they fhall alfo Dan. v. 4. 
at laft, like the mighty Monarch of Babylony make a Decree in 
Favour of the Worftiip of the true God: They fliall tum and hate 
the Whore, and make her defoliate and naked, and Ihall eat herRev.xvii. 16. 
Flelh, and bum her with Fire. 
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But whether the Romijh Church rife, and triumph over all Op- 
pofition, or not, we may be certain, that whatever the fubtle and 
experienced Malice o£ Satan and \as Angels can fiiggeft to the human 
Mind ; whatever the moft unfeeling and remorfelefs Cruelty can 
execute, will h^ put in Motion by the meek and holy Lambs of the 
Society of Jesus. Thefe are Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing, Sons 
of the old Pharifeesy (who flew the Prophets, and crucified Christ), 
if ever fuch wdked upon the Face of the Earth ; and if any Cha^ 
radler deferves the feverefl: Rebukes, it is the Pbarifee fitting in the 
Temple of God ; it is their holy Mother Church, the holy Father, 
and his holy Children, of various holy Titles, even to the holy 
Knights. O fliamelefs Blafphemy ! who ftain their Hands with 
Blood for the Defence of the adorable Trinity. 

Great will be the Diflxefs of Nations in this laft. Corifli€t :. Let 
Britain take heed that it may not be given up with its idolatrous 
Col. iii. 5. Sons and Daughters (whofe God is Covetoufijefs and the Belly of 
Phil. iii. 19. pampered Luxury,) as a Prey unto their Teeth 5 for how does 
Antichrifl: in Life and Manners reign throughout the Court and 
City, Camp and Navy, Town and Village ! This Land nourifhes a 
Generation oi Vipers^ Scotch ^Irijfo^ zn&EngllJhJefuits^ who would eat 
her Bowels through : They are numerous, and daring enough to 
attempt any horrible Things with which falfe Zeal, ever fierce for 
a corrupt Religion, ever cruel as Hell, can infpire the Sons of 
Ignatius y and their Herds of blind Zealots. 

The Churches of Luther and Calvin abroad, will be afilifted for 
the mutual Perfecution and Intolerance of eafch other,, to fupport 
the Go^el of fallible Men, who would at this Time be afliamed . 
to maintain xhs fchokjiic Dignity^ which reigned near four Centu- 
ries preceding the Rrformation. The Church of Rtme will prefe 
them on every Side by a juft RetaHation, or the Lex I'aMoniSy as 
their Offence comes within the Spirit of that Curfe, He that 
Rev. xiii. 10. kadeth into Captivity muft go into Captivity, Do they not imi-r 
tate the Beaft, and fet lip the Image of it, as much as they can, 
by hating, reviling, and perfecuting one another; fo that a Main 
can fcarce buy or fell, that is, have the common Benefit of civil 
and focial Life, who has not the MarA of their Churches upon 
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him ? Let the Frofelytes of the G^e under the typical Templey 

who were permitted to worfhip the God of IfraeU in the Court of 

the Gentiles^ bear Witnefs againft fuch Dogmatifts, who will fcarce 

fuffer any to live at Peace among them, unlefs they will worfhip 

the God and Saviour of all Nations under the everla^ing Gofpely r^x. xiv. 16. 

according as the Decrees and Creeds of Men fhall diftate. 

Thefe Syftems have been lengthening from the ancient Brevity of 
the Creed, commonly called that of the Apoftles, to the Niceney the 
Athana^an^^ even unto the Confeffion of Faith of the Aflembly of 
Divines formed after the rigid and bold Decifions of the SynodoiDort^ 

During thia latter Period, the grand Prophecies of the Golpel 
will be fulfilling in the Face of that ungrateful and novel Infi^- 
delity, which has rifen out of the Boibm of Chriftianity, and ftole 
all its Light from the Sun of Rigbteoufnefs. The Judgments of 
God will carry the Law of Retaliation written in their Forehead to 
the Eyes of Kingdoms, according to Sahians Obfervation on the 
Government of God j fo that every Nation like Adonibezek fliall 
read their Sins in the Nature and Greatnefs of their Calamities, jadges i; 7. 

Upon the Suppofition that Rome may perfecute three prophetical 
Days and an Half, that is, three Years and an Half, when the 
two WitneJJes in Sackcloth are juft finifhing their ^e/iimony ; as on 
this Paffage the general Opinion i&. founded, it is probable, that Rev. xi.9t 
fome. Place will be favoured,, while the Slaughter r^eth, and the 
Priefts of Baal and Molock are offering their Sacrifices of human 
Blood to their dumb Idols. But where this Gojhen fhall be, (if it 
be) God only knows i though in my Judgment, Britain will be 
the Land and pity of Refuge;: Britain changed in Life and Man- 
ners ; reformed in Church and State ; protected only by the Hand 
of God, and not her Arm of Flejh : Britain contented with the 
native Bleffings Providence has beflowed pn her j Bleffings, as rich 
and majafold as ever the Land of Canaan was crowned with under 
the Mofmc Covenant. ^ 

I fpeak not to flatter this corrupt and dfeganterate Nation \ for 
God will fend fuch a Series of wholefbme Severity, and fo much 
X'cmgh Difcipline upon this Land, which fhall cure the fpiritual 
and politick Pifeafes of her Sons and Payght^s^. 

As: 
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As to the Rage, the Fmnes Canina for C(Mr«nerce, which feeds 
the two Gulfs of national Avarice ^nd Luxury y and which is 
efteemed the fumfnum bonurn^, the ultimate Glory tff civil Govern- 
mentj I (hail venture to pronounce that two great Sources of Vo- 
luptuoufnefs to fome, and of a worldly Mindednds to others, will 
bedried up. The great^ Part of the Iftaiids of £^ and W^ft Indies^ 
within no long Tittae, will be funk by Earthquakes as Monuments 
of the divine Wrath fof tJie t&o^ abandoned Manners of their 
Inhabitants, and as Pledges 6f Babylon tJie gretft, th Worlds going 
to give Place to the approaching Mlleniuttt. 

The CanaarHtes of London and Afnfterdafn^ and Other Marts of 
thofe very glorious Bleffings, recoiled \tiR4v. xviii. 12, 13. will 
know how to treat this Prtdi^Uoh, as the Efrearti of att EnthtafiaA:, 
or the Child of melancholy Blood, ft will give rae noConcem to be 
|p^"* ^B 20 ^^*^^^ upon in this Light by tlie Merchants of the Earth, fmce 
c. 1/2. and even tlie Author of the Spirit of Laws alk>ws CoiAftierce to corrupt 
SeEners *^ Morals of a People: Can the fpiritual Traffickers of Romijh 
ofthfc Times. Superftitions^, as Daubuz ftiles them, do worfe ? It will be juft to 
rank me among the falfe Prophets, who are to go out, in this 
A^ey if it come not to pafs before 1782. However, I hope that 
i fhall be not angry with God for any IVfiftake of mine, but blame 
myfelf rather for fiiffering Satan to caft his Delufion into my Mind. 
Still I think I am cdled upon to declare again, that their I>eftruftion 
Is &aled, and that they have had their Warnings as well as 
many other Places and great Cities of Europe ^ which will fall before. 
The laft Objeftion that occurs to my Thoughts will be', whetKie 
comes it, that a Difcovery, which has efcaped the Byei of fo ibany 
Inquirers before, ihould be brought td Light at this Time ? To this 
I anfwer, thiit it might be the Defign <^ Providence, as the Events 
were at a Diftance, to let thefe Prophtecies lie in greater Obfcurity : 
Secondly, They muft be unravelled at fome Time or other ; and 
infinite Wifdom feems not to regard the Perfc«is, who are the In-- 
ftruments of taking off the Veil. Lightfoot has well diftinguiftied 
between the Gifts of the Holy Spirit for the Edification of the 
Churchy and for the SanBiJication oi each individual. The Pro- 
phecies of Balaam wel'e as noble and tirue, as thofe of Daniel : 
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JuJas preached the feme Gofpel^ as the •beloved Difcipk : The Numb. xxiu. 
workijag of Miracles and the Gift of Tongues were undoubtedly ^ ^^^• 
beftowed on fome who abufed both to their greater Condemnation. 
Hence the Gofpel has removed the fpecious Objeftions too often 
formed againfl: Truth from perfonal Charafter. ' 

Let it be remembered. That I do not affirm this to be the true 
Key. of the prophetic Numbers, but fo firm is my Perfuafion from 
the Concurrence of fo many important Things, that thrice happy 
will they be, who are fure pf finding a Place in the firft Refur- 
re6tion from the Kingdom of Paradife to the third Heavens on 
the feventh great Year of the World, as I am fixed in the Belief 
c^it. 

As to ^y Merit which may refidt merely from higher Know- 
ledge in fpiritual Things, one muft be blinded to the Wifh of 
Satan^ not to fee that a Cup of cold Water given in the Name of Matth. x. 4«» 

I a Difcipk y that is the finalleft Aft and Office of Kindnefs or Love 

done from a grateful Senfe of infinitely greater Love fliewn to us 
by Christ, will outweigh the Hongues of Angels and their Know- * Cor. xiii. 
ledge, though we underftood all Myfleries. If this, however, be ' 
the true Key, who pailjlay the Hand of God, or reverie his WiU Dan. iv. 35. ' 

L and Decrees -^ If it be only the Council of Man, as Gamaliel fa^ ^as v. 3, 6. 

F on another Occafion, it will come to nought. 

But if it be otherwife, all the Signs and Calamities will go 
forth, which attended the Deft:ru6tion of Jerufalem: In what 
Order cannot be Itnown, as our Saviour feemsto have con- 
founded them on Purpofe in the whole 24th Chapter of St. Matthe%v. 

Earthquakes in all Appearance are the feven I'bunders which ^«^« «• ^^* 
come between the Sounding of the fxtby and of the feventh 
"trumpet ; and which will fhake down all the great and wicked 
Cities of the World, one after another within this Time and the 
Year 1926. 

Two Thunders feem to have fallen already, one on CallaOy and 
the other on Lijbon and Mequinez. Each Thunder will exceed 
the preceding in Terror and Defolation : Thefe will fhew the 
Hand of God lifted up, and leading all Nations from the double 
Yoke, and out of the Hsufe of Bondage y for the Souls and Bodies 

of 
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of Men : G o D will break the Iron Governments of unjuft M/tt- 
rodsy who lay heavy Burthens on the Sjveat and Toil of their op- 
preffed Subje6ls in Baiylon -, and the heavier Burthens fhall be 

Lttke i 10 ^^^^^ away, which a falfe Reprefentation of the Golpel (which is 
the glad Tidings of Salvation to all People) weighs the Soul down in 
die Darknefs of eternal Decrees, and of the Wrath of a God, who 
fhall to all Eternity exercife infinite Power to torment the far, far 
greatefl Part of his lofl Children ; no more a Father, no more 

Exod vi *^^ ^^^ ^^ l^O'vc ; no more known by his Name JEHOVAH for 
ever and ever- 

This Chain of Darknefs Mofes will break for the many pcrifhed 
Sons of his Ifrael ; and a greater than MofesvfiXL after many Days 
deliver the Prifoners of all Nations, Fathers, Mothers, Sifters, 

ifa. xxiv. ^^'Bi-ethren, and Children, from xYitfecond Death. 

Bcv, xvL The feven laft Vials alfo appear connefted with the Thunders, 

and defigned to be poured out between this Age of the World and . 
the millenial Kingdom. None of which feem to my Judgment 
pafl, though that judicious Writer Lowman fuppofes even five of 
the Vials over. 

They appear not of Importance fufficient to bear the terrible 
Nsme of Vials full of the Wrath of God ; fo that diis Period will 
be the greatefl Difplay of the Messiah's Power, and will fee the. 
mofl momentous Bleffings and Curfes going forth together, as in 
old Time. For when JEgypt was flruck, Israel was delivered; 
when the Vineyai'd of Jerufidem was laid waAc, the Gentiles were 
planted in its Room. And now Providence appears ready to 

Mai. iv. 6. fmite all the Earth with a Curfe^ that it may according to its myjie^ 
rious Wifdom bring good out of evil, even fpiritud Life to all the 
Gentiles y and to the dry Tree of Abraham -, fo fhall they fear the 
Name of the Lord from the Wefl, and his Glory from the Rifing 

Ifa.lix.f9. of the Sun. 

., * Was I not confcious how little Belief fuch Interpretation is 
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the Theory of like to meet from the purple Robe in royal and in eccle/ia/iical Palaces, 
Edmund ^^ ^ would urgc the great Neceflity of reforming at this Time the 
Law, D. D. civil and fpiritual Kingdom of the Britijh Ifrael. It becomes, 
^" ^^9* however, no one but the Sinner and Scorner to mock thefe 

Things; 


